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SUBJECTS  (^rational  .Report  of  79th  Engineer  Croup  (Construction) 
far  Period  Ending  30  July  1970 

Section  Ia  'Significant  Organitation  Activities 

A.  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company ,  79th  Engineer  Group 

1.  Generals 

a.  The  79th  Ehgi’nefcr  Group  (Construction)  command  post  remained  at 
the  Plantation  Compound,  Long  Binh,  RVN,  throughout  the  reporting  period, 

b,  Ehemy- initiated  activity  throughout  the  Group  Area  of  Operations 
remained  relatively  light  throughout  most  of  the  period, .  The  primary 
reason  for  this  was  the  combined  operations  into  Cambodia  during  the  period. 
The  enemy  generally  remained  deepersed  and  conducted  only  indirect  fire 
attacks  with  the  exception  of  the  areas  adjacent  to  and  in  Cambodia,  During 
the  closing  period  of t the  Cambodian  Campaign  and  immediately  thereafter  the 
enemy  made  heavy  attacks  against  isolated  element -  of 'the  conmand;  During 
the  period,  the  Group  suffered  215  casualties  (12  KIA,  203  WIA)  of  which 
139  (7  KIA,  132  WIA)  occurred  during  the  Cambodian  Campaign. 

*  r 

2.  Conmand  and  Control! 

*•  *  * 

• 

-a.  The  73Ux-£ngineia^.JGrtaifi  .continuedto  be  commanded  by  COL  Ernest 
J.  Dens.  During  the  period  three  of  the  Group's  battalions  received  new 
conmanders,  Ch  11  July  1970  LTC  Richard  H.  Gray  assumed  conmand  of  the  31st 
Engineer  Battalion  (C)(A)  from  ETC  Gwynn  A.  Teague.  On  5  July  1970  ETC 
Robert  P.  Manfore  assumed  conmand  of  the  62rid  Engineer  Battalion  (1X3)  (P) 
from  ETC  Raul  C.  Driscoll.  Ch  14  May  1970  ETC  Nelson  P,  'Conover  assumed 
conmand  of  the  588th  Ehgineer .Battalion  (C)(A)  from  ETC  Thomas  A,  Stun®. 

Other  personnel  changes  in  the  Group  Headquarters  Staff  included  MAJ 
Edward  R,  Januea  who  assumed  duties  as  the ’Executive  Officer,  MAJ  William 
E.  Moeller  replaced  MAJ  John  H.  Vickers  as  S~3  Officer.-  CPT  Richard  B, 

Kepner  replaced  MAJ  Hugh  P,  Stevenson  as  S-4  Officer,  . 

'  *  - 

3 .  Personnel.  Administration.  Morale  and  Discipline t 

•  a.  Personnel t  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  no  significant 
personnel  activities.  Some  strength  shortages  in  MCS  94B40  (Moss  Steward) 
continue  to  exist  without' immediate  sign  of  relief.  The  Cambodian  operations 
caused  no  significant  personnel  problems.  Continued  e^phasis^ placed  on 
proper  personnel  management , allowed  the  79th  Engineer  Group  operations  to 
remain  at  its  usual  high  lev&JL  of  performance,’  ’ 

b,  '  Morale t  .Morale  was  medntained  at  a  high  level  throughout  the 
command,  as  evidenced  by  the  continued  high  rate  of  promotions  and  excellent 
Espirit  de  Corpo,  The  Group  had  331  extensions  ah^,53  reenlistments  during 
the  period.  The  high  level  of  morale  was  particularly  significant  in  the 
successful  completion  of  all  assigned  operations  during  the  Cambodian 
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Campaign  despite  unusual  hardships  and  extremely  "long  working  hours. 

c.  Awards:  A  total  of  1094  decorations  were  awarded  during  the  period. 
These  included  2  Silver  Stars,  40  Bronze  Stars  with  ,rV",  7‘  Army  Commendation  . 
Medals  with  "V",  188  Ronze  Star  Medals,  3  Legion  of  Merits,  686  Arny 
Commendation '  Medals ,  13  Air  Medals  and  155  Purple  Hearts. 

d.  Disciplinary  punishment  remained  essentially  the  same  with  a 
moderate  increase1  of  Article'  15's'for  minor  offenses  and  no  change  in  the 
number  of  Court-Martials.  '  -Marijuana  cases  continue  to  be  at  a  lower  level 
than  previous  quarters. 

e<  There  were  24  Congressional  Inquiries  during  the  period.  The 
inquiries  received  during  the  period  covered  'a  wide  spectrum  from  people 
seeking  support'  from  a  service  member,  Eli  accusing  'the  Amy  of  violating 
his  rights  as  guaranteed  under  the “"Bill  of  Rights",  to  various  requests 
for  special  consideration  for  Compassionate  Discharge  or  Reassignment; 

The  majority  of  tne  requests  were  in  the  area  of  Compassionate  Discharge  ’  » 
and  Reassignment.  Nine  of  the  inquiries  received  were  initiated  by 
individuals  other  than  the  individual  involved.  None  of  the  inquiries 
received  during  the  period  carried  racial  overtones*  *  The  continued  command 
emphasis-  placed  on  the  reduction  of*  congressionals  through  frequent  education 
and  information  classes  delineating  the  available  sources  of  assistance 
contributed  considerably  to  the  twenty-nine  percent  reduction  of  inquiries 
during  the  period.  '•  " 

« 

4.  Intelligence  and  Counterintelligence: ' 

a.  The  79th  jihgineer  GrCup  Headquarters  continues  to  receive  and 
d:l  tribute  intelligence- documents’ and  information  from  20th  Engineer 

r  -"-'de,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  and  other  higher  headquarters.  Spot' 

rts  <//•.  eneny  activity  are  required  of  all  units  within  the  command. 

These  are  promptly  forwarded  to  20th  Ehgineer  Brigade  Headquarters, 

b.  Initial1 security  briefings  for  all  newly  arrived  personnel' who  are 
assigned  to  HHC,  79th- Engineer  Group,  66th  Ehgineer  Company  (T0P0),  104th 
Engineer  Company  (DT),  and  79th  Ehgineer  Company  (Bridge) (Provisional) 
were  continued  by  this  headquarters.  The  daily  intelligence  briefing 
continued  to  give  the  Group  Staff  a  current  picture  of  the  military  and 
operational  highlights  throughout-  III  Corpe  Tactical  Zone. 

c. '  The  Group  continues  to  handle  security  actions  for  personnel  assigned 

to  HHC,  79th  Ehgr  Gp,  66th  TCP0,  104th  'and  79th  Companies,  This-  includes 
validation  of  clearances  up  to  and  ’including  TOP  SECRET;  Personnel  security 
actions  for  the  Group’s  battaliohs  and' their  attached  companies  are  administered 
by  the  Battalion  S-2* a,  '  ■  .'•> 
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5.  Plana  /Operations  and  Training t  • 

a.  General *'  The  7%h  Bigineer  Group's  Quality  Control: and  Construction 
Management  Programs  continued  to  receive  cornrrrnd  emphasis,' '  fyls,  together  •; 
with  assistance  *md  guidance  in  design  and  planning  from ‘the  Croup  Staff, 
has  resulted  in’tlie ’maintenance  of  both  quality  and  quantity,  of  -construction 
by  .all  of  our  battalions.  Continued  emphasis  was  placed  on  assistance 
visits  to  all  elements  of  the  command. 

b.  Operations*  During  the  months  of  May  and  June  the  largest  portion 
of  the  Group's  available  resources  were,  utilised  in  support  of  the  Cambodian 
Campaign.  The  Group  supplied  assistance  to  all  elements  of  the  task  force 
in  the  Fishhook  area  of  Cambodia,  Attached  as  an  in closure  to  this  report 
is  the  After  Action  Report  for  the  Cambodian  Campaign,  As 'a  result  of 

the  increased  emphasis  on  support  of  this  operation,  other  operational 
missions  and  projects  were  de emphasised.  The  LOC  Program  continued  to 
receive  emphasis  during  the  period  and  suffered  no  significant  setback 
as  a  result  of  the  Cambodian  Campaign.  During  the  month  of  July,  construction 
on  varied  combat  and  operational  support  missions  continued  as  the  Group 
maintained  its  high  standards  of  support  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division, 
the  1st  Air  Cavalry  .Division,  and  other  US  and  ARV1J  units  in  the  III  CTZ, 

c.  Land  Clearing;  < 

’  »  *.  •  .  • 

(1)  The  62nd  Engineer  Battalion  supported  the  25th  Infantry  Division, 
the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division,  the  10th  AHVN  Division  and  II  Field  Force, 
Vietnam  with  land  clearing  operations  during  this  period.  At  the  present 
time,  the  118th  Land  Clearing  Company  (ARVH)  is  undergoing  an  COT  training 
program  conducted  by  the  62nd  Bigineer  Battalion,  The  310th  land  Clearing 
Company  (arvn)  successfully  completed  the  training  program  during  the  period, 
and  is  currently  conducting  fts  own  land  clearing  operation. 

r ' 

(2)  The  60th  land  Clearing  Company  (US),  904th  land  Clearing  Company 
(US),  and  the  318th  land  Clearing: Company  (ARVN)  oontinued  to  eliminate  the 
enemy *s  cover  and  concealment  as  they  cleared  a  total  of  27,608  acres  during 
the  reporting  perlojl.  Operations  were  conducted  throughout  the  HI  Corp» 
Tactical  Zone.  Clearing  operations  were  held  in  the  vicinity  of  Nhon 
Trach,  Minh  Thanh,  the  Renegade  Woods,  the  Dog's  Head  /area,  and  Bear  Cat, 
During  the  Cambodian  Campaign,  operations  were  conducted  in  the  vicinity 

of  Thien  Ngon,  Bu  Dop,  and  the  Fishhook  region  of  Cambodia. 

(3)  During  the  period,  62nd  Engineer  Battalion  received  four  D9G 
Caterpilier  Tractors  with  Rome  Flow  Kits  for  testing  £nd  evaluation.  The 
D96»s  proved  to  be  well  adapted  for  land  clearing.  They  conslstnntly  cut 
three  to  four  times  as  much  Jungle  ns  the  same  number  of  D7E's.  The  most 
significant  problem  encountered  was  difficulty  in  transporting  the  D9G*s, 

The  60  ton  lowbed  proved  to  be  the  only  suitable  means  of  carrying  the 

t  D9G8s.  These  trailers  are  scarce  in  this  command, 
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d.  Airmobile  Equipment:  The  3'xst  Engineer  Battalion  continues  to 
provide  airmobile  equipment  support  throughout  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 
Equipment  support  missions  during  the  period  continued  to  be  mainly  limited 
to  the  provision  of  doser  and  bnckhoe  support  to  isolated  fire  support  bases 
and  CIDG  operational  comps. 

e.  Training:  The.  79th  Engineer*  Group  continued  its  weekly  training 
in  Army  and  USARV  mandatory  subjects,  as  well  as  weekly  officer  classes. 

The  training  has  been  expanded  to  include  intensive  training  in  physical 
security  as  a  result  of  the  reduction  in  available  security  forces  from 
outside  agencies.  All  newly  arrived  replacements  are  now  receiving  initial 
in-country  orientation  training  at  divisional  tactical  training  centers. 

6.  loristlps: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  work  was  continued  on  transfer  of  the 
necessary  equipment  to  the  318th  land  Clearing  Company  (ARVK )  in  order  to 
properly  equip  the  unit. 

(2)  Major  items  of  equipment  were  received  at  an  accelerated  rate  to 
fill  requirements  for  the  Cnribodian  Operation.  Due  to  the  urgency  of  the 
requirements  for  additional  itams  of  equipment  not  readily  available,  tem¬ 
porary  loan  actions  were  necessary  in  many  instances.  A s  a  result  of  these 
transactions,  certain  items  of  equipment  in  excess  of  TCE  Authorization, 
but  required  for  current  operations  were  obtained  for  retention  on  a  tem¬ 
porary  basis  (i.e.,  2  en  MA8A1E  tanks  w/mine  rollers,  2  en  commercial  fork 
lifts,  minesweep  jeeps,  etc.). 

(3)  During  the  Cambodian  Operation  prestock-'ge  of  construction  materials 
at  forward  locations  was  developed  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  transportation 
requirements  from  US  Army  Depot,  long  Binh  to  job  sites.  Extensive  use  of 
Saigon  Support  Command  Transportation  units  assets  enabled  organic  trans¬ 
portation  assets  to  remain  in  forward  areas  for  movement  of  materials  and 
equipment  to  the  various  work  sites.  Intensive  management  of  construction 
materials  At  Group  level  by  expediting  releases  from  depot,  monitoring  on 
hand  items  at  forward  locations  and  arranging  for.  transportation  contributed 
a  great  deal  to  the  success  of  the  Group  during  the  operation. 

b.  Reports  of  Survey:  The  value  of  reports  of  survey  processed  during 
the  reporting  period  increased  considerably  from  the  previous  reporting 
period  to  a  value  of  $185,500.00.  The  primary  cause  of  the  large  increase 
in  the  dollar  value  of  surveys  was  the  failure  of  the  individual  units  of 
this  command  to  perform  the  necessary  adrlnistrative  actions  for  Combat 
Losses  in  the  required  tirye  period.  The  tactical  situation,  and  in  sane 
cases  cormrunlcation.  problem,  were  of  such  a  nature  that  the  uwr.ing  organi¬ 
zations  were  nou  -aware  of  the  final  determination  of  combat  los3  before 

FOR  OFFICIAL  OSE  ONLY  ‘ 


EGE-CO 

SUBJECT  t  Operational-  Report  of  79th  Engineer  Group  (Construction)  . 

For  Period  Ehding  30  Ally  1970 

the  administrative  period  hid  elapted,  In  ~ther  than  Conbat  Lasses,  the 
contributing  factor  continued  to  be  reports  of  survey  for  vehicle  accidents. 
Stringent  controls  continued  to  be  applied  to  this  area,  and  security,  of 
government  property  continues  to  receive  comand  emphasis,- 
•  »  *  *  .  • 

c,  Food  Services*  •, 

(1)  The  first  two  months  of  the  reporting  period  (1  ifey-30  June) 
were  devoted  in  their  entirety  to  Cambodian  Operations,  "Of  the  four 
battalions  assigned  to  the  Group,  three  -  the  ,>lst ,  62nd,  and  588th  Bigineer 
Battalions  were  extensively  engaged  in  all  phases  of  Engineer  Activities 

in  the  Coiibodian  Campaign,  Class  I. support,  for  these  battalions  during 
Hay  nnd  June  were' provided  by  the  Quan  Led,  Ou  Chi,  Tay  Ninh,  and  Katun 
ration  breakdowns,  with  Quan  Loi  and  Tay  Ninh  (1st  /dr  Cavalry  Division 
and  25th  Infantry  Division)  .bearing  the  brunt  of  .  the  support  requirewnts. 

Due  to  the  constant  shifting  of  locations-  of  the  companies  and  detached 
platoons f  direct  provisioning  of  many  df ;our  units  by  supporting'  elements 
was  no  feasible.  Although  both  of  the  supported  divisions  subsisted 
primarily  on  nC"  rations  during  this  period,  our  -engineer  companies,  where  , 
possible,  elected  to  have  their' mess  sections  *Sd&ompany  'them' in'  forward  areas 
and  use  organic  transportation  for- resupply.  Without  exception, '  at  least 
two  hot  meals  were  available  -daily,  along  with  the  luxury  of  ice, 

*  i  *  ,  * 

(2)  -July  was  a  month  of  transition  as  all  .units  returned  from  the 
Cambodian  operations  and  relocated  themselves.  New  ness  accounts  were 
opened,  excesses  disposed  of,  shortages  requisitioned  and  equipment  cleaned, 

■  •  • 

d,  Ifeintenance*  Average  Dead-line  statistics  for  the  three  ncnth 

period  are  as  follows*. 

Category  Percept 

Critical  (Selected  Shgineer  Ordinance  Equipment)  16.3 

MCA/LOC  Equipment  -  13,3 

The  division  of  deadline  between  items  requiring  organizational  and  direct 
support  maintenance  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  was  46,7#  of  .dead- 
lined  equipment  in  organizational  maintenance  and  53*3#  in  direct  support 
maintenance.  The  increased  deadline  rate  during  the  quarter  was  a  direct 
result  of  the  Cambodian  Operation.  During  the  reporting  period  all  Battalion 
Maintenance  Officers  were  changed*  These  changes,  combined  with  a  large 
number  of  unit  moves  (flone  companies  moving  five  times)  and  unit  frac* 
tionalizlng,  contributed  substantially  to  the  disruption  of  the  normal 
maintenance  routine.  . 

*  * 

e,  LOC  Program*  No  new  -items  of  LOC  equipment  were  received  during 
the  period.  The  Group *s.  density  was  reduced  to  57  items  on  hand  dining  the 
period  as  the  result  of  transferring  one  transit-mixer  to  another  organization, 
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Increased  deadline  of  equipment  during  the  period  was  primarily  caused  by 
increased  haul  distances  and  working  periods  for  the  12  cubic  yard  dump 
trucks.  Problems  in  the  repair  of  this  equipment,  continue.  However,  close 
supervision,  extensive'  follow-jup,  and  a  controlled'  maintenance  program  for 
the  MCA/LOC  equipment'  continues  to  pay  dividends.  The  additional  mairt  enance 
work  on  the  12  cubic  yard  dump  trucks  continue  to  create  some  problems  With 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  Dyna-Hectron  Corporation  personnel  available 
to  perform  maintenance, 

B,  66th  Thgineer  Company  (Topographic) 

1,  General:  The  66th  Thgineer  Company  remained  located  at  the  Plantation 
Compound,  Long  Binh,  RVN. 

2,  Command:  No  significant  conaand  changes  took  placed  during  the  reporting 
period.  The  company  remained  attached  to  the  79th  Thgineer  Group  and  under 

operational  control  of  the  M5tl  Division,  USAH7  Thgineer  Section, 

*  *  '  *  * 

3,  Personnel,  MoraJLe,  Administration,-  and  Discipline: 

a.  Personnel':  Although  the  unit  is  presently  over  its  authorized 
strength,  a  shortage  of  certain  typo  of  personnel  continues  to  exist.  The 
Cartographic  and  Reproduction  Platoons  continue  to  be  short  toay  NCO  personnel 
A  large  turnover  of  personnel  will  occur  in  the  month  of  August  with  a 
subsequent  reduction  in  strength, 

b.  lforale:  The  morale  of  the  unit  continues  to  be  high,  A  significant 
factor  has  been  the  various  letters  of  appreciation  received ' commending  tho 
unit  for  its  outstanding  support  of  the  Cambodian  Operations, 

c.  Discipline:  The  unit  had  a  total  of  13  /article  15’ s  and  no  court 
martinis  during  the  period.  This  is  a  reduction  of  3&%  over  the  last  period, 
and  i3  a  direct  result  of  continued  coma.nd  emphasis  cn  assistance  and 
counseling  by  all  personnel  in  the  Chain  of  Command, 

4,  Intelligence  and  Counterintelligence:  The  'unit  continues  to  provide 
support  in  this  field  through  printing  and  distribution  of  mapping  intelli¬ 
gence  and  survey  data, 

5,  Operations : 

a.  This  reporting  period  saw  a  large  increcase  in  activity  throughout 
the  unit  as  a  direct  result  of  the  Carbodian  Campaign,  During"  May  arid 
June  the  unit  was  called  upon  to  supply  all  the  necessary  raaps.f.or  ground 
operations  in  Cambodia,  The  547th  Jhp  Depot  Detachment  worked,  around  the 
clock  issuing  in  excess  of  one  million  maps  to  conbat  units. 
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b,  During  the  period  idien  depot  stocks  were  in  dahger  of  depletion, 
the  Reproduction  Platoon  produced  over  50,000  bare  maps  during  one  two  week 
period  in  Ifey  as  well  as  priritog  aosiacs  and  tactical  data  overlays,' 

c.  In  addition  ‘to  the  unit fa  support .  of  the  Craibodinn  Operation  other 
major  projects'undertaken  included  bare  planning  mosaic's,  Wring  this  period 
Saigon,  Cu  Chi,  Rian  Rang  and  Tuy  Hoa'  photoimps  were  printed.  Other  projects 
included  the  revision  of  XI  and.  Ill  Military  Regions  Roads  and  Airfields 
Charts, 

d,  Thq  Survey  Platoon  continued  its  major  effort  in  support  of  engineer 
construction  activities,  A  survey  of  eight  additional  .airfields  from  Quan 

Tri  in  the  north  to  Vinh  Long  in  the  Delta  was  undertaken  ta  provide  information 
to  be  used  in  planning  extensions  or  modifications  of  existing  runways.  In 
support  of  the  L0C  Program  a  complete  survey  was  performed  at  35  possible 
bridge  sites  throughout  the  Delta.  .  „  • 

e.  The  unit  continued  direct  support  of .USAF  Task  Force  Alpha  units 
located  in  Thailand,  This  support  consists  of  printing. and  overprinting 
selected  topographic  maps  in  support  of  their  missions.  . 

'C.  79th  Engineer  Company  (Bridge) (Provisional)  ■  * 

1.  General*  The  uhit  remained  stationed  at  the  Long  Binh  Post  in  Camp 
Frensell  Jones,  K7N, 

2.  Command*  The  unit  remained  under  the  command  of  CPT  Torbjorn  Ctanundsen 
during  the  reporting  period, 

3.  Personnel  Administration,  Morale  and  Discipline*  During  the  reporting 
period,  the  79th  Engineer  Company  oontinued  to  mainfcaLn  high- individual 
morale  with  few  disciplinary  problems.  There  were  no  .Court-lfertia.l8.and 
11  punishments  under  Article  15,  Uniform  Code  of  Military  Justice  for  the 
period. 

4.  .Intelligence  and  Counterintelligence*  The  79th  Engineer  'Company  (BP) 
receives  continuous  distribution  of  intelligence  documents  from  the  79th 
Engineer  Group  Headquarters  and  higher  echelons.  Recpests  for  granting, 
validating  and  upgrading  of  security  clearances  are  submlttted  to  the  79th 
Engineer  Group  as  required, 

5.  Plans,  Operations,  and  Training* 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  the  79th  Engineer  Company  (E  .in 

both  its  primary  mission  of  providing  panel  and  float  bridge  suppo. ..  ,»id 
technical  assistance,  and  in  its  secondary  mission  of  providing  dump  truck 
support  to  the  79th  Engineer  Group  and  other  units  in  m  Military  Region. 
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b.  The  company  completed  19  separate  bridge  support  missions  during 
the  period, 

c.  Total  haul- for  the  period  was  6,810  tons  of  rook,  3,205  tons  of 
asphaltic  concrete,  8' pallets  of  cement,  1500  drums  of  peneprime,  24  bridge 
truck  loads  of  lumber,  210  tens’ of  sand  and  9  rolls  of  concertina  fence. 

For  the  quarter,  a  total  of  543,607  miles  were  traveled.  While  the  haul 
tonnage  was  reduced,  the  number  of  miles  driven  .was  approximately^  dbubled 
due  to  the  extended  support  rendered  during  the  Cambodian  Campaign. 

d.  Training:  Weekly  refresher  training  to  military  skills  was  continued 
with  attendance  mandatory  for  all  personnel.  Required  replacement  anc?  orien¬ 
tation  training  was  accomplished  for  all  replacement  personnel.  » 

6.  logistics:  At  the  present  time,  the  79th  Engineer  Company  (BP)  consists 
of  two  panel  bridge' platoons,  two  float  bridge  platoons,  one  reinforced 
maintenance  platoon,  and  one  headquarters  platoon.'  The  company  to  continuing 
its  support  missions  with  panel  bridge,  footbridge,  light  tactical  raft,  dry 
span  bridge  and  material  transportation.  There  are  currently  available 
thirty  five-ton  dumps  «ind  thirty-six  five-ton  bridge  trucks  in  the  unit. 

B.  104th  Sigineer  Company (  (Dump  Truck):  .  . 

1.  General.:  The  104th  Engineer- Company  remained  stationed  at  Long  Binh 
Post  in  Camp  Frenzoll  Jones l  RVH. 

2.  Command:  CPT  Bruce  E,  Brockway  remained  to  command  during  the  reporting 
period. 

3.  Personnel,  Administration,  Morale,  and  Discipline:  During  the  period 
there  were' three  Special  Court-Martials  and  31  men  received  punishment  under 
Article  15,  UCKJ. 

4.  Intelligence  and  Counterintelligence:  The  104th  Ehgtoeer  Company  (DT) 
receives  continuous  distribution  of  intelligence  documents  from  the  79th 
Engineer  Group  Headquarters,  Requests  for  granting,  validating  and  upgrading 
security  clearances  are  submitted  as  required, 

* 

5.  Plans,  Operations,  and  Training,: ■ 
a.  Operations : 

■ (l)  During  the  reporting  period  the  unit  continued  to  fulfill  its  primary 
mission  of  operating  dump  trucks  for  the  movement  of  bulk  materials  in  support 
of  the  79th  Engineer  Group  (Construction). 

(2)  During  the  period,  dump  trucks 'of  the  104th  Engineer  Company  (DT) 
amassed  773,873" miles  driven  hauling  50,141  CY  of  rock,  4,943  CY  of  sand- 
la.terite  and  29,937  tons  of  asphaltic  concrete, 
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(3)  The  two  tactical  five  ton  dump  truck  platoons  were  heavily  comhitted 
during  the  months  of  May  and  June  in  support  of  the  Cambodian  Operation, 

b*  Trainingji  Required  replacement  training  is  given  to  all  incoming 
personnel  at  the  199th  light  Infantry  Brigade  Training  Center,  The  vehicle 
operators  retraining  was  continued  in  order  to  insure  all  safety  and  nlntenance 
requirements  were  being  met.  These  classes 'are  part  of  a  continuing  program 
established  by  the  unit  Maintenance  Officer, 

6,  Logistics t  There  are  no  serious  equipment  or  material  shortages  it  thin 
the  unit.  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  there  were  forty-eight  five-ton 
dunpe  and  28  IOC  dump  trucks  on  hand, 

7.  Civic  Actions  During  the  month  of  June  seventy-five  cubic  yards  of 
fill  material  were  supplied  to  the  Bien  Hoa  Mental  Hospital  to  facilitate 

construction  of  a  fill  area  for  n  new  classroom, 

•  •  *  # 

Section  II,  Lessons  Learned,  Comnonder1 s  Observation,  Evaluation,  and 
feecorpenAations 

A,  Personnel:  None, 

B,  Intelligence;  None, 

C,  Operations i  None, 

D,  Organisation  t  None, 

E,  Training;  None. 

F,  Logistics; 

Critical  Shortage  of  Map  Shipping  Baxes; 

a.  Observation;  Map  shipping  boxes  are  a  critically  short  item,  A 
check  of  ICCV  revealed  that  there  are  no  map  shipping  boxes  in  Vietnam. 

b.  Evaluation;  Map  shipping  boxes  are  a  low  demand  item  in  Vietnam. 
Presaritly,  as  a  stop-gap  measure,  map  boxes  received  from  TTKICP  Hawaii  * 
are  being  re-used  for  in-country  shipments.  Requisitions  were  submitted  to 
CONUS  requesting  that  boxes  be  shipped  directly  to  the  map  depot, 

c.  Recomaendations :  Requisitions  will  be  submitted  on  a  monthly 
basis  to  establish  demand.  Sufficient  stocks  of  bcxes  will  be  maintained  to 
meet  any  eventuality  in  the  future. 
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G,  Communication*  None. 

*  H.  Materials  None. 

I.  Other:  None  ’ 


» 


1  incl 
ao 


ERNEST  J.  DENZ 
Colonel,  CE 
Commanding 
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AVBI-GS  (15  Aug  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report*  of  the  79  th  .'Engineer  Group 
(Construction)  For  Period  Ending  30  July  1970. 

DA,  IfcAD:UARf..RS>  20TH  iN3J‘v....-.a  BRIOAUd,  AiO  96491  !  ' 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army*  Engineer  Coi.rr.and 
Vietnam  (Provisional),  ATTN:  AVCC-MD,  APO  96491 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  Submitted  in  accordance  with1  letter,  AVCC-1'G,  UuAt<C ’/(:■) , 
f'.ated  13  July  1970,  subject:  Operational  Reports  -  Lessons 
Learned  (ORLL's)  and  USARV  Regulation  525-15,  dated  13  April  1966. 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  submitted  resort. 

FOR  THE  CONTAINER: 


1LT,  CE 

Assiftant  Adjutant 


Cow  furnished: 
CO,  79th  Sngr  Or 


AVCC-HO  (15  Aug  70)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  79th  Engr  Gp  j  . 

DA,  HQ,  US  Army  Engineer  Command  Vietnam  (Frov),  APO  96491 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

Subject  report  Is  under  review  In  tM.s  Headquarters.  Comments  for 
Inclusion  In  the  Headquarters,  USA?  Indorsement  to  ClNCUSARPAC  will 
be  forwarded  to  your  Headquarters  by  separate  cover. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


ROBERT  E.  SHEA 
CPT,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant 
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AVHDO-DO  (15  Aug  70)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT 1  Operational  Report  of  79th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 

For  Period  Ending  30  July  1970 

Headquarters,  United  States  Aray  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TOi  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-DT, 
APO  96558 

This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1970  from  Headquarters,  79th 
Engineer  Group  (Construction)and  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER « 


Cy  fumi 
USAECV(P) 
79th  Engr  Gp 


As't!<  :■«  \'!j  1  »n:i »  Onnrftl 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Aug  70)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  HQ  79th  Engineer 

Group  (Construction),  for  Period  Ending  30  July  1970, 
RCS  CSF0R-65  (R2) 


HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff 

of  the  Army,  Washington, 


Francisco  96558  2  7  QQJ  70 

for  Force  Development,  Department 
D.  C.  20310 


This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 
FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPI,  AGO 

Asst  AO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HIE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  79TH  ENGINEER  GROUP 
APO  San  Francisco  96491 


HOS-3  15  Auguoi.  1970 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report  for  Operation  Toan  Thung  43,  190-0569-0-20 
in  which  this  unit  participated  during  the  period  i‘l4y  1970 
through  30  June  1970* 


Commanding  General 
20th  Engineer  Brigade 
A  .'.’Til:  AMLI-OS . 

APO  96490 


The  following  is  the  After  Action  Report  for  Operation  Topn  Thang  43, 
190-5569-0-20  in  which  this  unit  participated  during  the  period  1  i-i»y  1970 
through  30  June  1970. 

It  NAME  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  Toe.n  Thang  43 

2,  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  29  April  1970  through  30  June  1970. 

3.  LOCATION: 

a.  Route  TL-4  South  XT2678  to  TL-4  (XT2154) 

b.  Katum  Airfield  (XT330905) 

c.  Snuol,  Cambodia  (XU498399) 

d.  Thien  Ngon  Airfield  (XT0S3825) 

e.  Route  QL-22  (XT1950)  to  QL-22  (XT08S1) 

f.  QL-22  (XT0881)  to  Route  78  (Cambodia)  (XT0789) 

g.  Route  78  (Cambodia)  XT0789  to  Krek  (Cambodia) . XU0101. 

h.  TL-4  North  (C"mbodia)  XU3006  to  TL-4  XT3389 

i.  TL-4  South  (XT3389)  to  FSB  Carolyn  (XT2.678) 

j.  Prek  Klok  (XT268878) 

k.  Bu  Dop  (XU975292) 

l.  FSB  Blaster  (XT045895) 
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BGB-3  15  August  l^O 

SUBJECT  i  After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20,  Operation  loan  Thang  43 

ra.  FSB  West  1  (XU342943) 

n.  FSB  West  IX  (XT344932) 

o.  FSB  Carolyn  (XT277788) 

p.  FSB  X-Ray  (SU359009) 

q.  Nui  Ba  Den  Quarry 

r.  FSB  Buell  (XT222564) 

з.  FSB  Sabre  (XU5734) 

t.  FSB  Jerri  (XU960221) 

и.  FSB  Sisson  (XU6562.85) 

v.  FSB  Brown  (YU071374) 

v.  F-SB  Myrcr  (rJ069436) 

x.  FSB  Colorado  OCU424320) 

y.  FSB  N.  Dakota  (XU489033) 

z.  Doomsday  I  (XT7781) 

aa.  Doomsday  II  (XU7218) 

ab.  Area  12  Kilometers  north  of  Du  Dop  on  Highway  14,  in  the  vicinity 
Of.  FSB  Brown  and  FSB  Myron.  (Srok  0  Rang  Cambodia) 

ac.  FSB  North  I 

ad.  FSB  North  II 

ae.  Ninh  Thanh—  Route  LTL-13  from  Chon  Thanh  (West)  to  Minh  Thanh 
(Fa~t  and  Road  intersecting  QL-13  at  XT766720  running  southeast  to 
XT65BC64). 

af.  Fishhook  area  wit!) in  the  boundaries  XU450000  and  XU550000, 
XU450100  anci  XU550100. 

ag.  Northwest  corner  of  the  SFK  Rubber  Plantation  near  Snoul, 

Cambodia  (XU500397)  west  and  north  to  the  Prek  Chhlong  River,  vicinity 
XU402413. 

ah.  Cambodia,  area  from  XU461010  to  7JJ490019 

ai.  Cambodia,  area  from  XU490015  to  XT480990. 
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SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20,  Operation  Toon  Theng  43 

4.  COMMAND  HEADQUARTERS:  II  Field  Forces  Vietnam 

5.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a*  Organic  Units: 

(1)  HHC,  79th  Sigr  Gp  (Const) 

(2)  HHC,  5S8th  Engineer  Battalion.  (Combat) (Army) 

(3)  A  Co,  588th  Iihgineer  Battalion  (Combat)  (Array) 

(4)  B  Co,  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(5)  C  CO,  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(6)  D  Co,  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(7)  IiKC,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(8)  A  Co,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Arny) 

(9)  B  Co,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(10)  C  Co,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(11)  D  Co,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) (Army) 

(12)  LHC,  62nd  Engineer  Battalion  (LC) 

(13)  A  Co,  62nd  Engineer  Battalion  (LC) 

(14)  984th  Engineer  Company  (LG) 

(15)  60th-  Engineer  Company  (LC.) 

(16)  595th  Ehgir.eer  Company  (LE) 

(17)  362nd  Engineer  Company  (LE) 

(10)  A-  Co,  554th  Engineer  Battalion  (Const) 

(19)  79th.  Engineer  Company  (B)  (F) 

(20)  104tb  Engineer  Company  (DT) 

(21)  557th  Engineer  Company  (LE) 

(22)  Task  3’orce  Parker  (2nd  platoon,  60th  Er.gr  Co) 

(23)  Task  .Force  Wright  (1st  platoon,  60th  Co} 

» 

I 

n 
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SUBJECT:  .After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20,  Operation  Toen  Thang  43. 


b,  Attachments: 

(1)  Equipment  unit  with  operators  attached  from  34th  Engineer  Group: 
6  trucks,  tractors,  10  ton  v/25  ton  trailers* 

(2)  Equipment  with  operators  attached  from  lf’th  Engineer  Brigade: 

15  Trucks,  tractors,  10  ton  v/25  ton  trailers, 

(3)  HHC,  92nd  Engr  Bn  (-) 

(4)  B  Company,  92nd  Engineer  Battalion  (+) 

(5)  D  Company,  92nd  Engineer  Battalion  (-) 

(6)  One  platoon,  510th  Maintenance  Company  (Ehgr  ).(DS) 

(7)  One  platoon,  118th  Engineer  Company,  ARVN  (LC) 

(8)  One  platoon,  67th  Engr  Co  (DT) 

(9)  Equipment  with  operators  attached  f roan- 159th  Engineer  Group: 

(a)  50  trucks,  tractor,  10  ton  v/25  ton  trailers 

(b)  Tractor,  full  tracked,  D7E-  2  each 

(c)  Roller,  sheepsfoot  -  2  each 

(d)  1  truck,  tractor,  10  ton  v/60  ton  trailer  ■ 
c*  Supporting  Forces: 

(1)  A  Troop,  1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

(2)  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

(3)  L  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

(4)  J  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

(5)  C  Troop,  1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

(6)  G  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

(7)  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  Erigade,  2.3th  Infantry  Division, 

(8)  1st  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM) 

(9)  23rd  Artillery  Group 

(10)  8th  Engr  Bn  (C)  (AM)* 
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EGE-3  15  August  1970 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20,  Operation  Toan  Thsng  43 

d.  Dete.chments:  None 
6.  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Terrain.  Vegetation.  Soil:  The  terrain  in  Tay  Ninh,  Binh  Long, 
and  Phuoc  Lon?,  provinces  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  operational  areas 
of  Cambodia  is  gently  sloping  from  north  to  south  with  only  two  major 
high  points,  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain  and  Nui  ca  Ra  mountain,  Streams  were 
low  at  the  start  of  the  operation  but  started  rising  with  the  onset  of 

the  rainy  season.  The  area  is  generally  agricultural.  Dense  triple  canopy 
jungle  containing  broad  leaved  trees  80  to  120  feet  high  predominate  the 
non-agricultural  areas.  Some  areas  have  been  cleared  with  Rome  Plot's  and 
defoliation  agents.  Soils  are  moderately  stable  supporting  military  traffic 
when  dry  but  deteriorating  rapidly  when  wet.  In  several  areas  as  the 
rain  increased  soil  instability  created  severe  problems, 

b.  Enemy  Forces: 

(1)  Enemy  forces  at  the  inception  of  the  operation  vere  known  to 
h:ve  the  capability  to  launch  large  scale  direct  and  indirect  fire  attacks 
and  ambushes,  nnd  to  extensively  place  mines  and  booby  traps,  .'.-'he  sanctuary 
areas  to  be  invaded  were  vital  to  enery  operations  and  it  was  assumed  they 
would  be  defended  at  all  costs. 

(2)  Due  to  the  rapidly  changing  situation  the  specific  enemy  units 
were  not  readily  identified.  Positive  contact  was  made  with  elements  of 
following  units.:  • 

(a)  174th  NVA  Infantry  Regiment 

(b)  27th  Reconnaissance  Battalion 

(c)  Military  Region  10  Headquarters 

(d)  275  VC  Infantry  Regiment 

(e)  7th  Sapper  Battalion 

(f)  101st  NVA  Infantry  Regiment 

c .  Engineer  Elements: 

(l)  Significant  amounts  of  laterite  were  used  from  the  foilwring 
borrow  areas.  These  borrow  pits  could  prove  to  be  valuable  assets  to  '"  * 
any  future  engineer-  operating  in  these  areas: 

(a)  XT3597 

(b)  ZT3390 

(c)  XT32C9 


3d 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


EGE-3  ••  15  August  1970 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20,  Operation  Toan'Th»-ng  43 

(d)  XT2560 

(e)  XT1358 

(f)  XT1171 

(g)  XT0689  ... 

(h)  XT2861  •  ’  ’ 

(i)  XT0975 

'  t  m 

(2)  The  following  items  of  engineer  type  eouipment  were  observed  by 
the  31st  Engineer  Battalion  in  the  Snuol  area  of  Cambodia  at  the  -  indicated 
co-ordinates*  All  items  appeared  to  belong  to  the  Cambodian  Government, 
unless  otherwise  indicated.  No  recovery  or  extraction  operations  were 
undertaken. 


to 

Water  distributor,  2,000  gel 

XU552343 

(b) 

Truck  pickup,  3/4  ton 

XU58Q451 

(c) 

Body,Truck,  ton 

XU580451 

(d) 

Truck,  dump,  10  wheel 

XU5FQA51 

(e) 

Tractor  TD  25B  with  bl*de 

XU5FU56 

(f) 

Crone,  truck  mounted,  8  ton 

XU584456 

(g) 

Tractor  TD  25  without  blade 

XU5f4456 

(h) 

Truck,  Skoda,  2^-5  ton  (D/1#) 

XU584456 

(i) 

Distributor,  asphalt,  1,000  gal 

XU 584456 

<J> 

Saw,  band,  diesel  operated 

XU5F4456 

(k) 

Generator,  10  KW 

XU5R4456 

(1) 

Generator,  100  KW 

XU596457 

(m) 

iiixer,  concrete,  elect,  approx  16S 

XU596457 

(n) 

Theodalite 

XU5P0451 

(o) 

Tractor,  D-4,  v/dozer  (Property  of 
plant 'tion) 

XU5F0451 

8.  C01CEFT  OF  OPERATIONS:  Frier  to  the  Cambodian  Campaign,  the  79th 
Engineer  Group  (Const)  was  involved  in  improving  the  liner,  of  conrrn- 
ication,  providing  combat  support  and  operational  supporter  US 
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tactical  units  in  the  .III  Military  Region*  Initial  thrust. Into 
Cambodia  was  -made  by  Task  Force  Shoeneker,  1st  Cavalry  Division  .(AM) 
on  hny  1  1970.  At  this  time  the  requirement  tor  massive  Engineer  support  ’ 
was  realized  and  the  79th  Engineer  Group  was  called  upon  to  provide 
combat  support  to  this  operation. 

Forward  airfields  and  supply  points  and  main  supply  routes  were  to  be 
developed  and  improved  as  required.  As  the  operation  progressed  and  the 
axis  of  advance  was  determined,  the  required  support  was  also  increased* 

Bridging  materials  were  stockpiled  at  predetermined  locations  and 
relocated  as  the  axis  of  advance  changed  to  insure  that  all  re'  uire- 
ments  for  avenues  of  approach  and  evacu-tion  could  be  met  in  an  adequate 
end.  timely  manner.  Available  support  was  furnished  for  evacuation  and/ 
or  destruction  of  captured  enemy  materials  and  base  camp  areas*  Enony 
areas  of  sanctuary,  routes  of  approach  and  ambush  sites  were  denied 
through  the  use  of  jungle  clearing. techniques*  Various  other  types  of 
combat  support  were  provided  as  dietated  by  the  tactical  situation* 

Once  the  Cambodian  operation  was  in  full  svdng,  the  majority  of  the  Group's 
assets  were  committed  to  the  support  of  the  operation. 

» 

9.  EXECUTION: 

>  * 

a.  Pro-operational  Planning:  Due  to  the  extremely  short  notification 
tin%  the  pre-operation  planning  was  very  limited  end  in  nany  coses  non¬ 
existent.  The  flexibility  of  working  forces  engaged  in  Operational  support 
missions  enabled  them  to  quickly  deploy  and  provide  the  needed  combat 
support.  Upon  receipt  of  ir.struel.ions  from  20th  Engineer  Brigade  on 

29  April,  bridge  stockpile  were  initiated.  Planning  continued  as  add- 
tional  requirements  were  received. 

b.  D  Company,  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (D/588)  end  the  362nd  Engineer 
Company  (LE)  were  already  committed  to  construction  at  Thien  hgon  airfield 
when  the  Cambodian  operation  commenced,  forking  in  this  area  since  16 
April  1970,  the  engineers  accelerated  the  rate  of  construction  at  the 
request  the  25th  Infantry  Division.  By  8  M?y  1970  a  991  ft.  runway  was 
opened  for  essential  resupply  traffic.  Elements  of  the  92r.d  Engineer 
Battalion  arrived' at  Thien  Egon  on  11  hay  1970.  They  immediately  begen 
work  on  the  logistics  facility  which  v^s  to  be  able  to  support  a  brigade 
logistics  base.  Work  on  this  project  moved  quickly  and  the  majority  of 
the  facility  was  completed  on  16  key  1970. 

Continued  maintenance  was  performed  by  D/588th  until  5  July  when  they 
displaced  to  Cu  Chi.  During  that  period  2«  00  square  feet  of  runway  surface 
was  patched  using  104  cubic  yards  of  asphaltic  cold  mix.  The  extensive 
number  of  aircraft  sorties  at  Thier-  Ngon  ceused  failures  to  the  netted 
sorfrees.  Extensive  welding  of  jo-nts  was  required  to  keep  the  runway  in 
uvble  condition.  Utilizing  equipment  support  from  HHC/588th  an'-  the 
362r.d  Engr  Co  (LE),  D  Company  was  able  to  complete  the  interior  ro?d 
network  in  the  logistical  base  and  the  bypass  by  20  June  1970, 
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c,  licjkjitl  HfrlhtP  :hBBl1fi  SqttafllaJtott  ill.,.  The  largest 

portion  of  the  road  effort  expended  by  the  588tb  Engineer  Battalion  was 
tho  extension  of  Tl-4  north  from  Katum  to  Memut,  Cambodia* '  The  1st  Cavalry 
Division  (Ah)  initially  alerted  elements  of  the  gToup.  on  1  May  1970  to  t  . 
the  requirement  for  upgrade  and  maintenance  of  Tl-4  from  Tay  flinh  to  the 
Cambodian  Border*  " 

TL-4  through  Katun  to  liemut  ,  Cambodia  was  the  initial  penetration  route 
used  by  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  and  becamethe  MSR  for  resupply  .in 
the  Katum,  'Memut,  FSB  Colorado  area*  This  portion  of  TL-4  vas  to  be  de¬ 
veloped  in  three  phases:  Phase  #1-  open  a  road  from  Katum  to  FSB  X-R?y, 
Cambodia,  passable  to  truck  vehicles  by  R  May  1970}  Phase  #  2  -  the  road 
from  Katum  to  Route  7  would  be  made  passable  for  tracked  ami  wheeled  vehicles 
by  15  liny  1970}  Phase  #3  -  The  TL-4  Extension  would  be  upgraded  to  on  all 
weather  road* 

On  5  May  1970  A  Company,  568th  Ihglneer  Battalion  (A/588)  moved  from  Cu 
Chi  to  Katum  to  begin  construction  on  Route  TL-4, On  6  May  1970,  with 
supporting  elements  from  C  Company,  588th  Engineer  Ba.ttaiioh,  595th  Engineer 
Comrony  (LE)  and  five  Rome  Plows  from  the  984th  Engineer  Company,  62 r* 

Engineer  Battalion  (LC),  A/5C8th  began  construction  of  the  road  through 
heavy  jungle.  The  tactical  road  was  opened  for  track  vehicles  to  FSB  X-Ray, 
conpleting  phase  #1,  one  platoon  of  A/5E8th  remained  at  FSB  -X-R-y,  On  9. 

1-lay  1970,  a  borrow  pit  was  opened  just  north  of  the  Cambcdian  border 
0*13597)  and  remined  in  use  until  29  June  1970.  • 

At  the  same  time  work  was  progressing  north;  of  Katum,  one  and. one  half 
platoons  of  B  Company,  5C8th  Engineer  Battalion  relocated  from  Return  to 
FSB  Carolyn  (XT,277788)  on  4  M*y  1970  to  begin  restoration  of  the  road- 
between  Prek  Klok  and  Katum* 

On  10;toy  .1970,  A/58Cth  was  augmented  by  five  290M  scrapers  and  a  35  ton 
compactor  from  the.  595th  Engr  Co  (LE).  Between  6  May  and  16  toy  1970, 

22,000  cubic  yards  of  clay  topping  materials  was  placed,  compacted  and 
shaped  into  a  usable  road  surface*  On  16  May  1970  the  17*9  kilometer  road 
from  Katun  to  the  road  junction  with  Route  7  (XU305065)  in  Cambodia  was" 
ready  for-  convoy  traffic”. 

Two  bridges  were  required  on  the  extension  of  TL -/*  into  Cambodia*  Cn  14 
May  1970,  an  existing  bridge  in  the  Keraut  Rubber  Plantation  was  reinforced 
t.o  Clues  50  with  K4T6.  trestle.  On  18  May  1970,  a  38 »  4"  fixed  dry 
span  vas  placed  on  the  Memut  bypass  (XU306057),  completing  phase  II  and 
III. 

1 

On  the  northern  leg  of  TL-4  from  Prek  Klok  to  Katun  two  additional  bridges. 

were  placed.  In  May  1970  A/588th  installed  a  90  foot  triple-single  Bailey 

Bridge  just  south  of  Katun-  (XT306856),.  'To  avoid  closing  the  MSR  -to  Katun, ' 

all  work  on  this  bridge  ’-as  performed  at  night.  On  19  May  1970,  A/5P8th 

also  placed  a  timber  deck  on  the  40  foot  span  adjacent  to  the  Katum  water 

point.  ... 

•  #  1  * 

On  18  May  1970,  C/588th  moved  from  Kc&um  to  FSB  Buell  and  assumed  responsibility 
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for  maintenance  of  the  southern  leg  of  TL-4  from  Prek  Klok  to  FSB  Buell, 
Mine  sweep  and  olar-.rlng  responsibilities  from  FSB  Buell  to  FSB  St  Barbara 
and  the  operational  control  of  the  quarry  site  at  the  b--se  of  Nui  Ba  Den 
mountain  was  also  assigned  to  C/588th.  Working  in  conjunction  with  the 
595th  Ehgr  Co  (LE)  at  FSB  Barbara,  C/5‘ 8th  performed  continuous  rvii  iterance 
of  TL-4  from  XT215530  to  XT306850.  A  continuous  task  force  evolved  with 
elements  operating  out  of  Tay  Ninh  Bo.se  Camp,  FSB  Buell,  FSB  St  Barbara, 

FSB  Carolyn,  Katun  and  FSB  X-Ray, 

Be- tween  19  May  and  1  July  1970,  40,000  cubic  y-'rds  of  Ivterite  were  placed 
and  315  linear  feet  of  culvert  installed  on  TL-4.  All  loteritic  materials 
utilised  were  obtained  from  borrow  pits  located  at  XT2560,  XT3289  ^nd 
XT3596. 

By  the  termination  of  the  operation  the  entire  64.5  kilometers  of  TL-4 
from  '.'ey  liinh  to  Memut,  Cambodia  wes  all  weather  tactical  rood.  During 
the  or  tire  operation  TL-4  was  one  of  the  primary  routes  of  supply  end 
evacuation  in  the  Kemut-Fishhook  area. 

Enemy  action  in  this  area  was  primarily  limited  to  mining  incidents  with 
very  few  direct  and  indirect  fire  attacks,  A  brief  list  of  the  enesgr 
initiated  incidents  are  as  follows, 

5  1'iay  1970  —  NDF  o.t  Erek  Klok  received  an  indirect  fire  attack.  Three 
82Mh  .mortars  landed  in  the  NDP  resulting  in  1  WIA  nnd  no  damage  to 
equipment, 

d.  Route  QL-13  An  Loc  North  to  Snoul.  Cambodia; 

On  7  May  1970  Company  C,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  (cj  (A),  (c’/31st)  was 
alerted  to  open  Route  QL-13  north  from  An  Loc  to  Snoul.  This  operation 
was  necessary  to  assist  the  passage  of  armor  units  that  had  been  sweeping 
through  the.  fishhook  area  up  to  Highway  7  at  Snoul  and  were  now  attempting 
to  proceed  southeast  along  QL-13  to  return  to  Vietnam.  C/31st,  located 
at  Doomsday,  was  the  only  unit  in  a  position  to  rapidly  respond  to  this 
requirement.  C/31st  moved  northward  to  establish  a  new  night  defensive 
position  (NDP)  at  XU7217  within  two  hours  after  initial  notification. 

The  mission  entailed  clearing  the  road  of  brush,  repairing  bomb  craters 
and  installing  a  38* 4«*  M4T6  dry  span  bridge.  This  bridge  was  preassembled 
at  Quan  Loi  and  flown  to  the  bridge  site  in  two  sorties  by  flying  cranes. 
C/31st  finished  the  road  repair  by  the  following  afternoon  and  the  elements 
crossed  the  border  moving  south  to  Vietnam.  The  visual  reconnaissance 
performed  by  the  S-3  Section,  31st  Engineer  Battalion  was  one  of  the 
primary  reasons  for  the  timely  completion  of  this  mission. 

e.  Snuol.  Cambodia  Area  Operations  and  the  Snuol  Bypass:  (hap  3) 

Or’.  14  >lay  3970,  C/31st  moved  from  Camp  Doomsday  with  3/llth  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment  ar.d  opened  FSB  Sabro.  Initial  work  consisted  of  the  construction 
of  bypasses  around  the  town  of  Snuol  which  had  been  devastated  during  pre¬ 
vious  heavy  fighting.  The  first  bypass  opened  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Snuol  linking  highway  7  and  QL-13.  These  re-do  were  required  to  Demit 
lateral  and  axial  movement  of  armor  columns  without  -'.lie  necessity  of 
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reentering  the  town  of  Snuol  which  h?d  been  declared  off  limits  to  US  troops. 
The  upgrade  consisted  primarily  of  placing  a  latorite  cap  on  existing  light 
traffic  roads  through  the  rubber  plant’atioh  around  the  city.  C/31st  also 
rendered  general  combat  support  to  all  three  squadrons  of  the  11th  Armored 
C->v.'-lry  Regiment  with  missions  being  received  directly  fron  the  tactical 
comr.ior.der.  This  work  included  the  construction  of  FSB  Sisson.  On  27  May 
19  0/31st  moved  to  XU4939  on  the  northern  corner  of  the  Snuol  Plantation 

and  constructed  a‘  defensive  perimeter  and  prepared  a  road  in  the  existing 
Roms  Flow  exit  running  to  the  Chhlong  River,  west  of  their  defense  positions. 
Culvert  preassembled  by  D/31st  in  Song  Ee  was  airlifted  to  the  job  site 
and  installed  for  hasty  stream  end  gully  crossings.  The  culvert  proved 
to  be  fterodyvAiiJcAlly  unstable  and  only  50%  of  it  err :ved  at  the  construction 
site.  The  bypass  road  proved  highly  effective  in  supporting  both  tactical 
and  logistical  operations  and  prevented  congestion  in  the  city  of  Snuol. 

f.  Katun  Airfield  and  Logistical  Complex  (Map  l) : 


To  propwrly  align  the  existing  priorities,  repair  of  t’-'o  airfield  was  executed 
as  0  two  ph^se  operation.  The  first  pha.se  was  the  repair  of  the  runway 
surfcce  and  the  laying  of  the  matting.  The  second  phase  was  the  continued 
maintenance  cf  runways,  parking  aprons  and  adjacent  drf.ir.?ge  structures. 

Or.  2  May  1970,  C/588th  moved  to  K-tun  to  begin  construction.  The  next  day, 

•  supported  by  elements  of  the  362nd  Engineer  Company  (LE),  C/5P8th  beg.--h- 
soil  cement  stabilization  of  the  runway ‘and  parking  apron.  By  the  norning 
of  5  tay  1970,  ne  rly  500  b  gs  of  cement  and  3300  g' lions  of  liC-70  r-sphelt 
had  been  consumed  and  the  runway -was  ready  for  matting. 

The  airfield  could  not  be  closed  during  daylight  hours  due  to  the  urgency 
of  the  aerial  resupply  at  fatun.  As  a  consequence  :11  construction  or.  the 
runway  h:d  to  be  performed  at  night. 

To.  dirset  the  work  in  the  Katun  area,  headquarters  588th  Engineer  Battalion 
established  a  forward  command  post  at  Katun  on  8  May  1970.  The  forward 
CP  retained  hero  until  21  Lay  1?70  at  which,  tine  it  was  relocated  at  Tay 
l  ir.h,  uhcre  it  retained  until  the  operation  terminated, 

* 

On  the  night  of  8  May  1970  the  airfield  was  attacked  try  indirect  fire,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  death  of  a.  forklift  operator,  the  •  curding  of  8  engineer 
soldiers  and  the  destruction  of  a  forklift. 

On  11  May  1970,  D/588th  moved  to  Katun  frc>m  Cu  Chi  to  assist  ir  lwinfl 
metting  on  the  runway,  A  total  of  6000  sc-u‘ re  yards  of  r-tlpttu-  '.-as  pl'ced  oh 
tho  1200  ft  runway* 

A/588th  mair.tcined  the  airfield  until  the  termination  of  the  operations 
in  Cambodia.  The  majority  of  the  maintenance  effort  consisted  of  patching 
potholrs,  leveling  aircr-.ft  off-loading  arcs,  impreving  airfield  drainage, 
securing  rvtting  -r.d  painting  the  M8A1  matting  with  non-skid  p-'ir.t. 

_ A/5?Cth  assumed  tho  construction  responsibility  of  the  Forward  Logistics 
’  Complex  at  &‘tun,  This  facility  was  uq^Lto  support  ivo  (2)  US  A- my 
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Brigades  and  one  ARVN  Airborne  Brigade.  The  construction  included  a 
logistics  area  (Class  I,  II,  III,  IV,  V),  an  airfield  bypass  road,  a 
st  ginging  are;'.,  a  road  to  the  cl».Jsn  V  storage  area, a  berm  for  aircraft 
protection,  vehicle  refueling  areas,  -.staging  /parting  area  for  tr^oor 
trailers,  and  an  aerial  resupply  hookout  pAd*' 

A/5-'  f'th  remained  at  Katum  after  US  Forces  returned  from  Cambodia  to  suppoio 
US  elements  still  in  the  border  area  and  to  construct  fire  support  b?ses. 

On  2  July  1970  an  unknown  size  ene~nr  force  attacked  Katun  airfield.  The 
enemy  ponetr  ted  the  wire  and  caused  considerable  dw  -ge  with  satchel  charges 
and  grenades.  Two  (2)  engineers  were  killed  and  16  ’  ounded.  Except  for 
one  PRC  25  radio,  all  corarunicaticns  equipment  was  destroyed  as  well  as 
damage  to  a  1/4  ton  vehicle,  3/4  ton  vehicle  and  electrical  generator. 

Six  en«vy  were  killed  and  three  captured.  Several  blood  trails  leading 
to  Cambodia  were  also  found. 

g.  Route  QL-22  and  Csnbidion  Route  78  (hap  2): 

D  Co  9?nd  Engineer  Rattslion  (Const)  was  assigned  initial  responsibility 
for  maintenance,  of  QL-22  shortly  after  their  attachment  to  the  79th  Engineer 
Group  on  6  May  1970,  D/92nd  was  joined  by  D/5Bfth  at  Thicn  Pgon  on  21  May 
1970  for  a  combined  effort  on  the  project.  D/92nd  was  responsible  for 
that  portion  of  the  road  from  XT162553  to  XT115710  while  D/5Cf’th  worked 
from  XT115710  to  the  Cambodian  border.  The  combined  effort  of  these  two 
ccnp.:?iies  on  46.3  kilometers  of  QL-22  consumed  18,250  cubic  yards  of  laterite 
fill  and  capping  material.  D/92nd  returned  to  Operational  Control  o',  its 
parent  unit  on  15' June  1970. 

Two  major  bridges  were  built  on  Route  QL-22  south  of  Thien  Pgon.  At 
XT097763,  B/ 588th  was  faced  with  the  problem  of  s pci' rung  «  165  foot,  g  p. 

After  reconnaissance  and  evr-l.uation  of  both  the  site  and  available  material, 
a  140  foot  triple-double  Bailey  Bridge  with  40  foot  double**r-ingle  bailey 
supported  by  an  intermediate  pier  was  erected.  Construction  was  initiated 
on  the  morning  of  22  lay  1970  and  by  the  morning  of  27  May  v»as  open  to 
continuous  tr-ffic.  B/5f8th  furnished  construction  crews  to  augment  the 
widely  dispersed  elements  of  D/588th, 

On  30  by  1970,  B/92nd  initiated  construction  of  a  30  foot  steel  stringer 
br’-dje  at  XT115708,  It  "as  opened  to  co-  tinuous' traffic  by  4  June  1970, 

In  Canbcdio ,  Route  78,  the  extension  of  CL-22  from  the  border  (XT075879) 
to  its  junction  with  Route  7  (XT015011)  at  Krek  required  considerable 
repair  and  upgrading.  On  lay  1970  two  plat,  ons  of  B/ 588th  relocated 
fron  FSB  Carolyn  to  FSB  Blaster  (XT045895) •  A  borrow  pit  was  developed 
at  XT072895  with  6,700  cubic  yards  of  fill  material  being  extracted  by 
the  completion  of  the  upgrade, 

h.  11th  Armored  Cavalry  peginent  (llACR)  Support,  in  the  Fishhook: 

After  the  Combidian  operation  was  launched,  elements  0?  the  11th  ACR 
swept  north  .from  FSB  fcorth  I  and'Horth  II  an;’  reached  Highway  7  east  of 
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lieaut.  In  order ;to  insure  their  continued  momentum -north  to  1JVA  store 
points  at  Snuolj  it  bee  me  evident  that  a  river  crossitv-,-  would-  be- necessary  • 
at  XU5023.  Reconnaissance  by  nenbers  of  the  1st  Air  Co Veiny  Division  (AM) 

(1st  ACD)  lod  to  a  plan  to  airlift  bridge  notarial  to  the  site  and  to 
execute  a  r  pid  rivor  crossing  operation*  ■ 

Pre3tocked  M4T6  bridging  materials  at  Quart  Loi  were  preassembled  into  two 
30  foot  ra:..p  sections  and  one  15  foot  center  trestle  section.  On  3  Kay 
a  platoon  from  C/31st  was  inserted  at  the  bridge  site  by  a  CH-47  helicopter* 
Airmobile  dozer  support  for  the  preparation  of  abutments  was  provided  by 
the  8lh  Engineer  Battalion,  1st  ACD.  The  center  trestle  and  r^np  sections  •• 
subsequently  flovm  to  the  site  erd  pi  cod  into  their  final  configuration 
by  CH- 54  cr- lies. Thp’- bridge 'was  c'oripleied  Sight  hours  after  the  first 
e-.pineer  troops  arrived  at  the  site  ahd  remined  in  use  throughout  the 
campaign. 

On  5  June  1970  C/5>rfth  moved  from  XU49S399  to  est-blish  a  new  defensive 
position  with  the  11th  ACR  at  XC4106,  The  purpose  of  this  move  was  to 
provide  engineer  support  to  upgrade  existing  trails  to  inprovide  the  mobility 
of  the  11th  ACR  units  as  they  extended  their  search  for  enemy  personnel 
and  cache  sites  to  the  southeast.  Progress  was  slowed  considerably  by 
the  onset  of  the  rainy  season  and  the  subsequent  poor  traficobillty  of 
the  soils.  Despite  these  h  -.ndicaps,  signifid-nt  improvement  was- made  in 
I'.he  arefi.  The  uonentur5..of  .thcllth  ACR*  a  .thrust  was  net  hampered. 

On  14  June  1970,  C/31st  mcvod  to  FSB  Colorado  on  Highway  7  in  anticipation 
of  bridge. construction  at  two  Armored  Vehicle  Launched  Bridge  (AVLB)  .sites, 
XU5019  and  XU5020.  The  steady  deterioration  of  the  AVBJ»  crossing,  brought 
about  by  heavy  traffic  and  continued  rain  precipitated  the  need  for  limed late 
repair,  initiated  on  15  June  1970.  Although  he-‘vy  r»>ins  slowed  progress 
at  the  start,  the  most  significant  obstacle  was  a  sudden  increase  of  enexy 
activity  in  this  area. 

On  16  June  1970,  23  trucks  from  the  104th  Engineer  Co  (DT)  and  7  dump 
trucks  from  79th  Ehgr  Co  (BP)  arrived  at  FSB  Colorado  with  rook  for  the 
bridge  sites.  Duo  to  the  crowded  conditions  within  the  FSB  it  was 
necessary  to  park  vehicles  in  partially  exposed  positions.  During  the 
night  heavy  rains  developed  and  ?t  a-'proxiris.tely  0330  hours  the  FSB  was 
attacked  with  RPG  and  small  arcs  fire.  13  Engineer  personnel  were 
wounded  and  a  liwge  number  of  vehicles  received  minor  shrapnel  damage. 

One  track,  1/4  ton,  one  3/4  ton  and  one  bridge  truck  received  considerable 
damage. 

The  bridge,  a  110  foot  triple-single  Bailey  was  completed  on  16  June  1970. 

On  the  coming  of  17  June  elements  traveling  to  the  bridge. sites  were  taken 
under  fire  and  forced  to  remain  within  the  fire  support  base  for  the  remainder 
of  the  day.  It  was  at  this  t l:e  that  operational  trends  vrere  reversed- 
and  retrograde  movements  were  initiated  by  US  Forces. 

• 

On  19  -June  1970  work  was  initiated  on  the  disassembly  of  the  110  foot 
triple-single  bridge  and  the  75  foot  dry  span.  Work  schedules  and  security 
requirements  were  initially  predicated  on  the  premise,  that  the  enemy  still 
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retained  sufficient  capability  to  disrupt  the  operation,  .  This  was 
further  substantiated  by  the  ambush  of  working  p-rtj.es  on  their  way  to 
the  bridge  site  on  If.  June  in  which  8  individuals  were  wounded.  _ 

Inspite  of  these  problems,  two  seperate  sections  of  75  foot  dry  scan  were 
ortr-cbed  by  air  ^nd  the  110*  triple-single  Hailey  was  dismantled  and 
ev  cuc.ted  with  the  exception  cf  its  launching  nose,.  The  reminder  of  the 
dry  span  was  mired  in  the  nud,  preventing  extraction'  in  the  available  tine 
limits.  As  a  result,  the  dry  span  remaining  was  blown  in  place  nnd  the 
launching  nose  was  destroyed  by  US  Air  Force  fighter-bombers.  On  26 
June  all  elements  working  in  the  area  including  62nd  En.gr  Bn  and  11th  AGR 
units  returned  to  -South  Vietnam  through  Katun, 

i,  "Cache  City  Road11  (Mac  3): 

On  Iky  1970  immediately  after  the  opening  of  QL-13  to  Cambodia,  C/31st 
received  the  mission  to  construct  a  rc'd  to  "The  City"  -  a  cache  site 
which  w’S  to  become  the  most  infamous  cache  site  o  Iho  war.  Aerial 
reconmissr-nce  revealed  an  unused  tmil  which  led  from  C/31st  camp  at 
XU72217C  to  the  city  at  XU656215,  Using  a  corbin -t ton  of  minesweepers, 
bulldozers  nnd  graders.  The  route  was  ope-'ed  in  two  '’ays.  This  route 
was  to  become* very  essential  for  the  extraction  of  enemy  materials  and 
supplies.  Both  organic  engineer  equipment  and  vehicles  of  local  tr.-rns-. 
portaT.ion  units  were  ueed  in  the  extraction  of  the  discovered  ua-tericls. 

Since  rainfall  had  not  yet  become  a  factor  in  the  operation  and  the  dry 
weather  permitted  the  utilization  of  hasty  fords  without  the  requirement 
to  install  culverts  and  Large  amount  of  fill.  At  the  complex ion  of  this 
mission  C/31st  returned  to  Doomsday, 

j.  QL-14A  Horth  of  Hu  Pop  (‘fan  L)  t 

On  11  »>.y,  one  platoon  of  B/31st,  one  te?m  of  Rone  Plows  from  the  6fnd 
Engineer  Bott-.-lion  and  one  Panel  Bridge  Platoon  from  the  79th  Engineer 
Company  departed  Qunn  Loi  for  Bu  Dop  to  open  Route  QL-14A.  Widespread 
mining  presented  a  severe  problem  to  the  work  force  duo  on  this  section 
of  QL-14A.  Twenty-five  enei-y  installed  nines  were  disco-- ered  on  the  first 
day  and  one  five  ton  dump  truck  was  destroyed  when  it  detonated  a  mine 
on  the  side  of  the  road.  As  a  direct  result  oC  these  incidents,  the  units 
exercised  extreme  caution  and  perform'd  thorough  minesweeps  as  they  advneed. 
Forward  progress  was  slow  rnd  the  first  night  was  spent  in  FSB  Jerri,  "bout 
.five  miles  south  of  Bu  Dop,  On  12  M*y  1970,  vhe  task  force,  with  security 
pzovided  by  1/llth  ACR,  advanced  to  a  BDP  about  300  meters  south  of  the 
Cambodi-n  border./  Reconnissrnce  and  analysis  of  the  f 0  foot  gr.p  at  the 
border  was  made  on  12  May  1970  and  a  decision  was  made  to  push  cut  causeways 
frci!  etch  bank  end  to  sp-n  the  gc.p  with  a  38*4"  HT6  dry  span.  Or.  13  i-.ay 
the  precsr.embled  dry  span  was  airlifted  fren  Qunn  Loi  and.  impl-ced.  The 
convoy,  spear  headed  by  Rome  Plot's,  crossed  the  gap  rnd  op^ied  the  rond. 
to  FSB  Brown  YU0637.  This  ro-d  operation  was  a  vivid  illustration  of  the 
advances  through  thick  jungle  growth.  Without  the  Rone  Plows  this  ro-d 
would.  h---ve  taken  6  additional  days  to  complete.  Operating  first  from  FSB 
Br  wr.  rnd  then  FSB  Myron  the  t  sk  force  installed  two  additional  Bailey 
bridges,  one  38 ’4"  dry  span  ;nd  several  culverts  along  --L-14  north  to  YU005/-8 
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Uith  the  onset  of  the  ri:iny  season  and  the  subsequent  increase  in  stream 
flr-rt’.,  the  original  expedient  crossing  utilizinp  the  K4.T6  dry  support 
sp-u-  be  cane-  untenable.  It  w-.’.B  replaced  with  an  80*  double-single  Bailey 
Bridge,, 

k.  Upgrading  of_.CL.14A  (l.cp  4k 

During  the  period  of  26  Hiy  to  1  June  one  of  the  nost  successful  toSR 
operations  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Are,?,  of  Operations  (AO)  was 
perforr.ed  by  the  31st  Engineer  Battalion..  QL-14A  vras  upgraded  to  with-. 
st~»:d  the  heavy  loads  necessary  to  resupply  the  forward  tactical  elements 
with  rvaiunition  and  rations,  and  the  rapid  evacuation  of  captured 
rv- ter inis  and  supplies. 

Two  coup Ties,  A/31st  and  D/31st  were  reinforced  with  equipment  from 
the  557th  Engr  Co  (LE)  and  the  554th  Engr  Eh  (Const)  with  two  troops  of 
the  11th  ACR  furnishing  security.  To  facilitate  operations  and  rvoid 
de'd  tine  for  travel,  two  NDP ’  s  were  established  at  XU8617  (IIDP  #l)  and 
XU9622.  Task  forces  worked  along  the  road  iri  beth  directions  iupr<’  vir.g 
drainage,  filling  potholes,  correcting  alignnent  and  installing  culverts. 

One  bridge  at  XU9421  was  replaced  by  preasssiabled  nulti-plr.to  pipe  arch 
culvert  (KPPA). 

This  proved  tc>  be  a  very  effective  technique  and  continued  use  of  MPPA 
on  other  nissions  decreased  road  opening  tines  considerably.  Entry 
activity  during  this  phase  of  the  ope)’ at ion  was  negligible,  but  raining 
incidents  occured  periodically.  D/3l3t  naintainod  this  route  until  raid 
June  to  insure  a  suitable  retrograde  route  for  B/31st. 

l.  Rock  Island  Road:  (ten  #L)  X 

C-ne  of  B/  31st's  missions  north  of  Bu  Dop  was  to  construct  a  tactical 
road  to  Rock  Island  Ea.st,  a.  large  coche  site  located  at  YU0344.  Initial 
reconnaissance  and  evaluation  of  the  area  indicated  that  the  nost 
expeditious  approrch  would  be  to  move  North  along  QL-14.  to  Sh  See  Preah, 
(YU0447)  and  then  southwest  along  an  existing  trail.  Further  reconnaissance 
however  revealed  a  nore  suitable  route  leading  vrest  from  Ql-14  in  the 
vin.inity  of  YU0644.  When  engineer  troops  moved  into  the  area  and  started 
construction,  this  area,  was  found  to  be  a  rain  er,ery  supply  route.  This 
area  contained* several  classrooms,  mesjiba.Tlsj''ahd  meter  pools.  Rome 
Ploys  wore  utilized  to  widen  the  road  to  furnish  c  route  for  engineer  units 
end  transportation  units  to  evacuate  several  hundred  tons  of  captured 
supplies  and  materials.  Full  exploitation  of  the  existing  trail  in 
this  area  assisted  in  the  rapid  completion  of  this  phase  of  the  operation. 

n.  Ap  Loc  Thanh  Booby  TrT  Village  (XU7A1A)  (Man  3): 

The  l?rge  number  of  Cambodian  refugees  flc-wing  down  Route  QL-13  in 
vicinity  of  Snuol  in  early  Juno,  created  a  s’ricus  tactical  problem. 

They  wore  without  shelter  and  were  susceptible  to  accidental  ii:  jury  cr 
attack' by  friendly  forces.  The  1st  ACD: decided  that  c.  refugoo  village 
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should  be  built  to  protect  the  refugees  and  to  avoid  local  repercussions 
if  they-  penetr-itqd  too  deeply  into  RVN,  .  ; 

The  site  chosen  was  Ap  Loo  Thanh  Village  which  had  been  previously 
booby  trapped  by  friendly  forces.  Between  11  and  14  June  1970 
elements  of  A/31s't  used  bangalore  torpedoes  to  clear  the  booby  trapped 
village*  This  also  served  as  a  test  area  for  using  a  D-7  dozer  with 
protective  c:ge  to  clear  antipersonnel  nines  and  booby  traps.  The 
techniques  utilized  in  launching  bangalore  torpedoes  is  discussed  at 
length  in  paragraph  of  this  report. 


In  the  middle  of  Kay  it  became  evident  that  if  the  llt.h  ACR  was  to 
maintain  its  momentum  and  initiative  in  the  Snuol  Cambodia  area. 

Assistance  in  opening  routes  of  travel  through  the  jungle  was  required. 

A  task  force  .from  the  60th  Engineer  Company  (LC)  consisting  of  28  men 
and  "nine  Rone  Plows,  joined  elements  of  the  11th  ACR  convoy  at  Chon  Thcnh 
on  26 -tony.  The  convoy  moved  north  on  27  May  to  the  SFK  Rubber  Plantation 
surrounding  Snuol,  Cambodia,  The  first  NDP,  FSB  llamnerstone  was  built 
at  XU 5093.  Clearing  was  initiated  on  28  May  1970  and  continued  through 
3  June  1970  with  moves  to  New  NDP' s  on  30  toy  1970  (FSB  Henry  XUA639), 
on  3  June  197t  (NJto'jj^  ■  ®I/p40) .  On  A  June  the  task  force  returned  to 
FSB  Hsmerstone,  loaded  all  equipment  and  proceeded  scuth  into  the 
l/llt.h  ACR's  area  of  operation*. '  They  offloaded  at  FSB  Colorado,  rejoining 
the  balance  of  the  60th  Engr  Co  (LC).  A  total  of  7  days  cutting  resulted 
in  clearing  155  acres. ' 

An  enemy  force  of  unknown  strength  was  operating  in  the  cut  area 
throughout  the  operation,  witu  significant  contacts  being  made  each 
day.  These  contacts  included  ambushes,  borbytreps,  RPG's  and  AK-47 
fire.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  daily  contacts* 

28  toy  1970-  Ambushed  several  times  in  the  cut  by  RPG's  and  AK-/,7  fire. 

One  Rome  Plow  sustained  slight  damage  and  the  operator  received  minor 
wounds.  One  NVA  was  killed,  by  mechanical  ambush  west  of  the  NDP  at  1830. 

29  toy  1970-  One  light  observation  helicopter  was  shot  down  west  of  the 
cut.  One  NVA  killed  in  mechanical  ambush, 

30  toy  1970-  Advance  security  elements  were  taJcen  under  fire  by  an 
unknown  enemy  force  using  RPG's,  small  arms  and  grenades.  One  member 
of  the  security  element  was  wounded*  Two  NVA  were  killed  by  air  strikes 
and  artillery.  A  six  ton  rice  cache  discovered. 

31  toy  1970-  Two  NVA  killed  by  mechanical  ambushes  in  the  evening. 

1  June  1970-  Five  NVA  (including  one  officer)  killed  by  mechanical 
ambushes  in  evening. 

2  June'l970A'v^dvance'’sb’<&ity  again  taken  under  fire  by  an  unknown  size 
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enety  force  using  RPG's  and  AK-47's.  No  damage  or  casualties. 

3  June  1970-  Ground  attack  outside  the  NDP  at  2100  houre.  Negative 
results. 

o.  Task  Force-  Parker  (Operations  in  Support  'of  11th  ACR  Cache 
-Opening  and  I'scti^-l..  Probash  (Hsp  4) 

During  the  period  10  Mayj  through  5  June  1970  the  2nd  platoon,  60th 
Engineer  Company  (LC)  supported  the  31st  Engineer  Battalion  end  3/llth 
ACR  by  developing  roads  to  cache  sites  end  reconnaissance  by  clearing 
missions.  . 

Initiate  work  progressed  fron  intersection  of  Route  307  and  QL-14A,  north 
of  Bu  Dop.  3oth  sides  were  cleared  for  approximately  25  meters,  to  the 
entrance  of  0.  trail  at  IU052467. ' 

The  trail  located  at  YU052467  was  the  entrance  to  the  Rock  Island 
East  Cache  and  was  opened  to  XU010435.  In  Deny  instances  the  plows 
were  responsible  for  actually  uncovering  the  cache  sites.  A  total  of 
approximately  40  .eneny  huts,  300  bunkers  and  100  fighting  positions 
were  destroyed  during  the  operation.' 

"v 

The  operation  was  initiated  with.  6  Rone  Plcer^nd  one  bull  blade.  ' 

Ccntary  to  the  normal  procedure”  in  jiuigle  clearing  it  was  found  that 
3  Rone  Plows  and  one  .bull  blade  were  the  best  combination  to  use  in 
tliis  area.  The  normal  measurement  of  jungle  clearing  is  in  number  of 
acres  cloared,  but  for  this  type  operation  the  statistics  do  not 
give  >>  clear  picture  of  the  actual  work  accomplished.  There  were  19 
clearing  days  during  which  750  acres  were  cleared  for  an  average  of  39,5 
acres  per-  day. 

In  the  course  of  this  operation  a  total  of  six  by-passes  and  three 
culverts  were  placed  by  the  elements  of  the  6cth  Engr  Co  (LC). 
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p».  Rone .  Hoy., Operations  in  the  Mlnh  Thanh---  .Fishhook  Areat  , 

Ch  15  May  1970  the  (50th  Bagr  Co  (LC)(*-)  moved  iron  Long  Bihh  to  a  NDP 
#1  at  XT7500706*  On  16  May:  1970  they  cut  along  both  sides-  of  Highway 
LTL-13  from  Chon  Thanh  (West)  to  lflnh  Thanh  (East)  and  along  both  aides 
of  the  toad  Intersecting  QL»13  at  XT766720  running  southwest  to  XT658664. 
Additona'L  NDPls  were-  established  on  21  Hay- 1970  (XT65&664)  at  NDP  #2 
and  on  29  May  1970  (XT684637)  >at  NDP  jfti 

Beth  indirect  fire  and  mining  incidents  took  place  on  each.  day  in  the 
Mlnh  Thanh  area,  A  detailed,  list  of  the  incidents  follows! 

•  ft  *  ‘ 

16  May  1970  -  Lead  plow  in  cut  detonated  a  40  lb  nine  resulting 
ih  two  UffSigineer  personnel  wounded  and  one  plow  moderately  damaged. 
Security  forces  accompanying  the.  cutting  element  found  the  body  of  a 
previously  killed  NVA  officer,  with  documents  and  medicine  on  his 
person,  •  ' 

•  IS  May  1970  -  Che-RSS  round  was  ftr<  -  a  tt-548  resulting  In  no 

•  damage  or  casualties, 

19  Ihy  1970  -  The  light  observation  helicopter  flying  far  the 

•  cutting  force  received  .  small  arms  fire  while  flying 'a  trace  route. 

There  was  moderate  damage  to  the  helicopter,  but  no  casualties,  A 
security  AP0  received- snail  arms  fire-  from  'an  -vuiknown  sise;  enemy  force 
in  the  .cut;.  This  action  resulted  In  minor  damage  to  the  APC  and  no 
casualties,  • 

ft 

20  May  1970  -  (he  RFC  round  was  fired  at  a  Rome  Plow  resulting 
in  one  wounded  U3  Engineer  and  heavy  damage  to  the  plow, 

.  *  •.«# 

22  Miv  1970  -  Che  Rome  How  detonated  an  80  lb  mine  resulting 
in  one  WIA  and  heavy  damage  to  the  plow, 

24  May  1970  -  The  LCH  received  small  nms  fire  resulting  in 
no  casualties  or  damage,  Che  security  APC  detonated  a  40  lb. mine 
resulting  in  no  casualties,  but  heavy  damage  to  the  AFC,. 

26  liar  1970  -  Che  RFG  round  was  fired  at  security  farces 
APC  with  negative  results, 

27  May.  1970 ~  Che  Rome  Plow  sustained  a  hit  from  a  RFC  round 

resulting  in  one  wlA  with  no  damage  to  the  plow,  A  2j  ton  truck  utilised 
by  the  security  element  detonated  a  40  lb  mine  resulting  in  4  WIA  and 
heavy  damage  to-  the  vehicle,.  1 

28  May  1970*  -  to.  element  of  the  security  force  received  small 
arms  fire  in  their  NDP  with  negative  results. 
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29  May. 1970  -  Elements  of  the  security  force  discovered  an 
80  lb  mine  in  the  road  and  were  able  to  detonate  it  in-place, 

30  Kay  1970  -  Elements  of  the  security  fcrce  discovered  an 
80  lb  mine  in  the  road  and  'were  able  to  detonate  it  in-place. 

As  a  result  of  the  intensive  effort  expended  by  the  eneny  forces, 
cutting  techniques  were  varied  extensively  to  avoid  the  establishment 
of  a  specific  cutting  pattern, 

Ch  2  June  1970  the  unit  started  'its  journey  to  the  Fishhook  area;,  they 
stayed  in  Quan  Loi  that  night,  Enrouto  to  Quan  Loi  two  vehicles 
detonated  mines,  resulting  in  2  MIA  and  heavy  damage  to  the  vehicle. 

On  3  June  1970  the  unit  left  'Quan  loi  and' set  up  a  tenpornry  NDP  at  XU  6624 
Departing  the  temporary  NDP  on  4  May  1970,  they  traveled  directly  to 
XU451080  and  established  an  NDP  in  the  Fishhook  area.  Additional  moves 
were  made  3  June  1970  (NDP  #5  -  XU477071),  20  June  1970  (NDP  #4  -  XU451080) 
21  June  1970  (NDP  #6  A-XU464048),  and  22  June  1970  (HDP  #7  -  XU416076). 

The  purpose  of  the  mission  in  the  Fishhook  area  was  to  locate  and  to 
destroy  eneny  fortifications,  places  of  refuge, supplies,  and  equipment , 

The  results  of  this  operation  were  as  follows: 

4  'June '1970  -  Security" elements  found  50  bunkers  with  overhead 
cover,  24  lbs  of'  C-4  'explosives,  1  bandolier  of-  M-16  aaitr.lns.hi..  n  and  1 
rucksack  of  medicine.  Several  enemy  dead  were  located  0^  v.-ni  X  -s  20 
tons  of  rice, 

*  ✓ 

6  June  1970  -  Security  elements' located  a  bunker  ponplex,  . 

approximately  1  square  kilometer  in  area,  bunkers,  and  10  to  20  enemy 
personnel  (VI k)  were  seen  running  through : the  complex,  but  no  actual 
contact  was  made.  The  security  elements  searched  approximately  20 
bunkers  finding  warn  rice  bowls  and  wet  laundry  still  hanging  on  the 
clothes  lines,  * 

7  June  1970  -  The  LGH  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  cutting 
force  was  fired  upon  with  small  arms  4  times  during  the  day  with  no 
casualties.  During  the  last  incident  the  LCH  received  moderate  damage. 

The  security  elements  continued  the  search  of  the.  bunker  complex,  locating 
75  bunkers  with  two  feet  of  overhead  cover  and  50  huts.  During  the 
search  security-  elements  killed  one1  OTA  and  captured  his  weapon.  The 
following  enemy  cater  ini  was’  captured  during  the  search:  '400  -  82mn 
mortar  rounds,  100  Chicom  grenades,  i  crew' served  weapons, '3  AK-47 
rifles,  1  14-16  rifle,  1  Chic  cm  machine  gun,  2  tons' of  rice,  1  X-ray 
machine,  1  radio,  3  clips  of  M-l6  aanunition,  several  packs 

containing  medical  supplies  and  documents,  50  -  2j  gallon  containers  of 
medicine 'and  medical  instruments,  and  6-50  lbs  sacks  of  medical 
journals,  / 
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9 -  Jay  1970^V  Buring  the  day  the  Rone  ELows  were  taken  under 
fire  on  3  different  ^occassions ,  Che  plow  was-  hit-  by  a  B-AO  rocket 
with  2  WIA  and  noderate'  damage,  3n  the  father -two  occhseions,  RPO 
rounds  and  email' 'arpa  fire  were  enbountere.d  resulting”  In  no- danage 
or  casualties.  'During  the' day  the  security  force,  was  continually 
harassed  by  eneiry  elemert s.  Che  AFC  from  A/l/ll  ACR  was  heavily., 
damaged  by  an  RFC  resulting  in  one  KIA»  B/l/ll  ACR  received  both'- direct 
end'  indirect  fire  during  the  day.-  The  initial  attack  on  B/l/ll  ACR 
occurred'  in  their  WDP  and  resulting  in  no  casualties  or  damage*  Later 
that  day,  B/l/ll  ACR  received  3  mortar  rounds  and  2  RFC  rounds  resulting 
in  3  WIA  and  heavy  damage  to  a  Sheridan  tank.  The  security  APC*s  in  the 
cut  area  were  fired  on.  with  2  RFGls  but  no  damage  or  casualties  were 
sustained.  Mining  incidents  continued  to  be  a  problem  throughout  the 
day  with  one  plow  and  two  security  Sheridans  detonating  AO  lb  mines. 

The  two  Sheridan' incidents,  resulted  in  two  WIA  and  only  moderate  damage 
to  the  Sheridans,  The  Ronfe  How  was  not  affected-  by  the  mine.  The 
security  force  located  and  destroyed  150  bunkers  .and  huts, 

10  June  1970  -  Dicing  the.  searoh  of  a  bunker  complex  the 
security  force  was  ariiuahed  resulting  in  2  WIA  and  no  damage  to  equipment. 
During  this  bunker-  search  the  following  enemy  material  was' captured:  2 
X-ray  machines,  1  generator,  1  Honda  engine,  1  typewriter,  1  claymore  ' 
mine,  2  rifle  grenades,  300-AQO  lbs  of  medical  supplies  and  instruments, 

10  bicycles,  a  small,  quantity,  of  .ammunition,  numerous  cooking  and  eating 
utensils  and  several  pounds  of  documents,  * 

12  June  1970  -  Fifty  bankers  with  2  feet  of-  overhead  cover 
were  discovered  and  destroyed,"  Bnroute  to  the  NDP  at  the  end  of  the 
day* s  cut,  the  work  force  received  mortar  and  small  arras  fire  but  no 
damage  or  casualties  were  sustained,  A/l/ll  ACR  and  B/l/ll  ACR  had 
contact  with  the  enemy  in  the  same  general  area  which  resulted  in  i” 

KIA  and- 18  WIA. 

13  June  1970  -  Located  and  destroyed  150  bunkers,  30  huts, 

8  bicycles,  and  several  eating  utensils, 

15  June  1970  -  During  the  day  security  elements  located  and 
destroyed  50  bunkers  and  captured  the  following  eneny  material:  1 
printing  press,  1” typewriter,  15  lbs  of  medical  supplies,  AO  lbs  of 
medical  textbooks,  1  -  9mm  machine  gun  with  3  clips  of  ammunition, 
several  hundred  feet  of  hose  and  several  articles  of  clothing.  The 
security  unit's  LOH  was  fired  on., but  sustained  no  danage  or  casualties. 

The  en?ry  again  attempted  to  disrupt  the  cut  with  RPG  and  small" arms  fire 
resulting  in  no  casualties  and  moderate-  damage  to  one  Rome  Fldw.  Security 

'  elements  swept  the  contact  area  and  located  6  enemy  dead  (NVA) , 

16  June  1970  -  The  enemy  intensified  his  attacks  on  the  entire 
cutting  force  with  a  total  of  70  individual  attacks  on  Rome  Plows  with 
RFC-'s:  and  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  3  operators  being  wounded  and  2 
plows  being  lightly  damaged.  The  LCH  used  to  locate  the  cut  trace, 
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received  small  arms  fire  during  the  .d ay  without  sustaining  casualties 
or  damage.  One  Rone  Flow  detonated 'a  small  nine  resulting  in  one 
VflA  and  moderate  damage  to  the  plow.  During  the  contact 'the' security 
killed  1  NVA  soldier  and  oaptured'l  RFG-7  launcher  and  round.  During 
the  day  150  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  end  50  huts  (still  under 
construction)  were  located,  '  •  ■ 

17  Juno  1970  -  During  the  day  the  security  elements  located 
and  destroyed  75 ‘bunkers  and  captured  the  following  enemy  materials: 
1400  lbs  of  rice,  1  printing' press*  1  SKS  rifle,  1  AK-47  rifle,  1-22 
caliber  US  rifle,  8  bicycles,  numerous  medical, supplies,  ICO  lbs  of 
documents,  maps  of  Tan.  Son  Nhat  Airbase  and  .Toy  Ninh  City.  plans  and 
rosto.ro,  pictures  of  NVA  officers  and  leaders,  pictures  of  anti-war 
demonstrations  in  the  US  and  numerous  other  propaganda  material. 

During  the  return  march  to  the  NDP  the  column  was  token  under  f i  re  by 
an  unknown  sise  enecy  force.  The' lead  Rome  flow  received  100  AK-47 
hits 'and  1  RIG  resulting  in  1  KIA,  1  WlA,  and  moderate  damage  to  the 
plow. 


18  Juno  1970  -  Two  Rome  Flews  received' hits  from  RFG*s  . 
resulting  in  3  WIA  with  one  plow  lightly  damaged  and  one  moderateLy 
damaged. 


20  Jdhe  1970  -  The  convoy  of  advance  elements  returning  to 
home  station  detonated' a  ntne  rosulting  in  3  WIA  and  1  plow  moderately 
damaged. 


21  June  1970  -  Personnel  taking  vehicles  to' home  station, 
stopped  at  FSB  Colorado  which  was  attacked  by  mortar,  rocket,  RIEr*s, 
and  a  ground  probe.  Two  members  of  the  unit  were  wounded. 

4 

On  24  June  the  elements  of  this  unit  departed  Cambodia  via  Katum  and  were 
one  of  the  last  forces  to  cross  the  border. 
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q.  Tactical  land  Clearing  Cut  In  Caibociia  .■'•XU461Q10  to  XU490019. 

XUA90015  to  3^4809901 

•  *  *  »  *.  ■'  '* 

Ckn  13  June  the  984th  Engineer.  Company ’■  (LC)  moved  from  PSB  Tanee  to  Katum 
prior  to  entering  Cambodia.  Ch  14  June  the  984th  Engineer  Company  departed 
Katun  for  Cambodia,  Due  to  poor  soil  trafficability  the  unit  was. not 
able  to  close  on  their  NDP  at  XU423053  until  2020  hours  t  One  empty  low¬ 
boy  in  the  conroy  hit  a  mine  at  XU3701  resulting  in  no  casualties  and 
moderate  damage  to  the  trailer,  Ch'  15  June  the  unit  closed  its  first 
operational  NDP  (XU464010)  without  incident,  _  , 

Ch  16  June  the  NDP  received  two  RPG  rounds  which  resulted  in  five  VIA. 

The  tactical  cut'was  initiated- and. resultedin  the  capture  of  approximately 
3000  lbs  of  rice,  -medical- supplies  and  clothing. 

Clearing  operations  continued  on.  17. June  with- 'eneny  pressure  on  the 
cutting  crews  increasing  in  teqpo.  During  the  day  4  separate  enemy  small 
arms  fire  and  RPG  attacks  took  place.  Those  attacks  resulted  in 
1  ARVN  security  personnel  wounded,  ’1  ARVN  Engineer  wounded,  2  security 
personnel  wounded  and  -1  NVA  killed.  During  the  day»s  operations  10,000 
lbs  of  medical  supplies  and  '000- lbs  of  rice  were  captured  while  1200 
lbs  of  rice  and  18  bicycles  were  destroyed  due  to  lack  of  extraction 
capability. 

During  this  cut  the.  hardest-  blow  dealt  Wary  element  of  this  command 
occurred.  Ch  the  night  of  19  July  1970,  at  approximately  1700,  two  NVA 
soldiers  fired  at  plowis  on  their  way  to  the  NDP.  An  unknown  size  eneny 
force  attacked  the  NDP  four  tinos  during' the  night,  finally  breaking 
contact  at  2300  hours.  During  the  attack  six  122mm  rockets,  twenty 
82nm  mortar  rounds,  and  an  unknown  number.,  of  RPG  rounds  impacted  inside 
the  NDP.  _  As  a  result  of  the  attack  the  v§84th  had  3  personnel  killed 
and  18  wounded.  Casualties  inflicted  on  .the  security  force  were  5 
wounded.  ....  . 

On  21  June  1970  the  984th  Engineer  Company  continued  its  cutting  operat¬ 
ion.  At  approximately  1145  the  unit  uncovered  a  cache  and  bunker 
complex  at  XU494001,  Approximately  one  hour  later  contact  “Was  made 
with  the  enemy  and  one  Rome  Plow  was  struck  by  an  RPG  damaging  the 
cab  and  wounding  the  operator,  'Ehemy  contact  continued  in  such  force 
that  the  unit  was  pulled  out  of  the  cut  and  air  strikes  and  artillery 
were  called  in  on  the  area, 

*  1 

On  22  June  1970  the  enemy’s  harassing  attacks  continued  resulting  in 3 
WIA’s,  The  984th  was -again  pulled  out  of  the  exit  and  air  strikes 
and  artillery  called  in. 

1 

On  23  June  the  unit  located  end  captured  1  machine  gun,  3  B-40  rockets, 

20  RFG  rounds,  eight  60mn  rounds,  300  lbs  of  medical  supplies,  and 


<5(f 
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2000  rounds,  of  small  arms  amunition.  That  overling  the  NDP  received 
a  ground  attack  again  by  an  unknown  size  enemy ‘.force.  .support  ed.  by  • 

RFC  and  email  Artis  fire.  The  attack  resulted  in  8  engineers  WLV  'and 
1  security  VIA,  The  984th  concluded  its  Land  clearing  operation -^4n 
this  area  on  23  June  1970,  ,  ' 

On  24  June  1970  the  984th  started  its  march  from  Cambodia,  Sir out e 
the  column ‘was  encashed  by  an  unknown,  size  force  using  RFG*s  .and 
smll  arm.,  This  attack  resulted  in  1  engineer  VIA*  1  secor  ity  VJIA 
and  damage  to  a  10  ton  tractor, 

Ch  25  June  the  ?84th  Engr  Co  (LC)  traveled  to  Katum  to  await 
outload  of  equipment ,  No  contact  with  the  enerry  was  made  on  ‘this 
final  day,  ,  •  *': 

►  *  *  *,  , 
r.  Tactical  and  Security  Cut .  Vicinity  of  Thien  Hgon  (Task 
Force  Young):  (Map  2) 

On  18  May  1970  a  task  force  consisting  of  7  Rome  Hows  from  the 
984th  Engr  Co  ,(LC)  joined  the  588th  Sigineer  Rattalion  in  Thien  Ngon. 
to  assist  in  clearing  possible  anfcush.  areas 'and  in  securing  Routs 
QL-22.  from  interdiction  by  the  eneny. 

On  22  May  1970  an  .additonal  six  Rome  Hows  departed  Long  Blnh  to 
join  the  task  force  bringing  its  available  work  force  to  13  Rome  Plows. 

The  .initial  mission  was  to  clear  the  area  adjacent  to  both  sii.es  of  •. 
QL-22  to  prevent  ambushes  and  to  clear  fields  of  fire  in  the  Thien 
Ngon  area.  During  the  period  18  May  -  25  May  1970-  cutting  was 
accomplished  along  both  sides  of  QL-22  without  incident  *  The  first 
plows  entered  Cambodia  on  26  May  1970.  One  plow  detonated  a  40  lb 
mine  resulting  in  no  casualties  and  moderate  damage  to  the  Rome  How, 

By  27  May  ,  1970  a  100  meter  strip  had  been  cleared  on  each  side  of 
Q.L-22  from  XT082818  north  to  XT061909.  Ch  27  May  portions  of  the  task 
force  cleared  field  of  fire  on  the  western  side  of  Thien  Ngon. 

Operations  along  QL-22  south  of  Thien  Ngon  were  initiated  on  28  May 
1970  with  a  30  meter 'swath' cut  on  each  side* from  Thien  Ngon  to  the 
stream  located  at  XTQ98763 ,  Ch  29  May  1970;  previously  cut  area  was 
extended  to  a.  width  of  80  meters. 

During  the  period  of  30  May  through  3  June  1970  the  aonit  continued 
cutting  south  on  QL-22  without  incident.  On  3  June  1970 ‘a  falling  tree 
detonated  a  mine  without'  any  effect  on  the  cutting  force, 

Ch  4  June  1970  the  unit  initiated  a  coit  along  Route  LTL4Z0  from  Thien 
Ngon  west  to  XT970751,  This  task  was  completed  on  6  June  1970^ 
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On  6  June  1970  two  plows  were  utilized  to  cut  an  area  .around  the  laterite 
pit  at  XT1170,  •  All  elements  of  the  original  Task  Force  Young  departed 
Thien  Ngon  on  6  June  1970#  During  this  operation  763  acres  were  cleared, 

s.  Direct  and  General  Bridge  Support  Furnished  by  the  79th 
Engr  Co  TbpTI 

The  79th  Engr  Co  (BP)  (79BP)  furnished  direct  and  general  suppcrt  to 
all  elements  of  the  79th  Group  during  the  operation. 

Ch  the  27  April  1970  the  79th  &igr  Co  (BP)  was  alerted  to  combat 
load  one  80*  DS  Bailey  Bridge  and  one  (1)  set  of  M4T6  float  bridge 
and  be  prepared  to  move  NIT  0700  on  28  April,  with  an  additonnl  set 
of  M4T6  to  be  loaded  and  ready  for  movement  NIT  1200  firs  28  April. 

When  this  mission  was  received,  there  was  no  M4T6  available  in 'the' 
bridge  park.'  As  a  result,  the  bridge  was  picked  up  from  depot,  assenfcled 
rand  ccefcat  loaded. 

The  first  platoon  was  assigned  the  mission  with  the  80’  DS  Bailey 
Bridge.  After  it  was  delivered  to  Qu?n  Loi  the  first  platoon  returned 
to  the  bridge  park  and  loaded  and  additional  80*  DS  Br-ilcy  for  delivery 
to  Quan  Loi. 

The  second  platoon  was  assigned  responsibility  for  the  1I4T6  whih  they 
moved  to  Quan  Loi  where  they  remained  to  support  the  31st  Sagincer 
Battalion.  During  the  initial  portion  of  the  campaign  the  second  platoon 
remained  in  Quan  Loi  where  they  preasserbled  M4T6  dry  spans  for  airlift. 

The  third  platoon  received  the  mission  for  loading  the  set  of  M4T6  for 
1200  28  April  deadline, to  stand  by  to  deliver  it  to  Cu  Chi. 

The  fourth  platoon  was  assigned  the  mission  of  preparing  another 
80 i  DS  Bailey  Bridge  for  Quan  Loi, 

Throughout  the  operation  the  79th  Engr  Co  (BP)  was  further  t.?.skd  to 
remove  6  /armored  Vehicle  launched  Bridges  (AVIS)  from  depot, 
assemble  then  and  propare  then  for  use  in  the  538th  Ehgr  Bn  and  65th 
Enrr  Bns  AO.  .  •  •  ' 

•  *  •  *  * 

4  t  .4 

The  unit  also  ordered  two  (2)  sets  of  M4T6  float  bridge  for  the  65th 
Engr  Bn  and  coordinated  pickup. 

The  79th  Sngr  Co  (BP)  was  supported  by  other  units  of  the  20th  Engineer 
Brigade  including  elements  of  the  159th  Engineer  Group,  34th  Engineer 
Group  and  ?9cn  Ehgineer  Group,  These  units  furnished  transportation 
for  bridging  materia] s  to  allow  certain  portions  of  the  79th  Ihgineer 
Company’s  assets  to  remain  combat  loaded  for  rapid  response  to  require¬ 
ments.  The  538th  and  554th  Engineer  Battalion  furnished  assistance 
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to  assemble  bay  loads  of  Bailey  and  H4T6  bridging  in  the  bridge  park.- 

The  first  and  fourth  platoons  moved  into  Cambodia  at  FSB  Brown  with  the 
31st  Engineer  Bn  and  operated  from  that  location.  They  supported  the 
1st  Cavalry  Division  (AH)  with  trucks  for  retrograding  rice  and  materials 
located  in  the  various  cache  sites  within  Cambodia. 


The  second  platoon  loaded  a  140»’TS  Bailey  Bridge  and  one  (1)  90*  DS 
Bailey  for  a  mission  on  Route  7A  in  Cambodia.  The  bridges  were  trans¬ 
ported,  installed,  and  removed  by  the  79th  Engr  Co  (BP)  and  elements  of 
the  31st  Engr  Bn. 

The  third  platoon  supported  the  65th  Engr  Bn  and  the  588th  Engr  Bn  with 
a  number  of,  Bailey  Bridges  in  their  ACR.  These  included  several  Bailey 
Bridges  ar.d  four  45 *  dry  spans  with  trestles. 

Upon  conclusion  of  the  operation  the  79th  Engr  Co  (BP)  returned  all 
bridging  materials  to  the  Long  Binh  area  with  the  exception  of  two  sets 
of  Bailey  Bridge  which  are  in  emergency  stock  at  Cu  Chi  and  Phuoc  Vinh. 


Emergency  Repair.  Tonle  Chan  Airfield: 


Tonle  Chan  Airfield  developed  several  soft  spots  due  to  the  increase 
in  rain.  On  19  June,  one  platoon  from  the  557th  Engr  Co  (LE)  relocated 
to  that  area  and  completed  repairs  by  28  June  1970. 


LocNinh  Airfield  Parkins 


(Hap  4) 


Early  Hay  70,  D/31  (-)  moved  to  Loc  Ninh  to  undertake  one  of  the  larger 
airfield  projects  of  the  campaign.  To  provide  better  off  loading 
facilities,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a  500*  x  210 *  parking  ramp. 
Auxilary  facilities  to  be  constructed  Included  a  perimeter  road, 
ammunition  berms,  a  sling  out  pad  for  resupply  operations,  helicopter 
refuel  facilities,  repair  of  an  old  parking  ramp  and  maintenance  of  the 
airfield  itself. 


The  airfield  parking  ranp'was  constructed  of  a  soil  cement  base  course 
covered  with  M3A1  matting. 


During  the  capaign,  elements  of  B/31,  C/31,  and  D/31  and  the  557th 
Engr  Co  (LE)  performed  recurring  maintenance  on  this  important  M5R. 
This  road  was  the  min  route  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  A0. 


Throughout,  the  campaign,  continual  equipment  support  was  given  to 
several  FSB’s.  Providing  this  support  was  often  extremely  difficult 
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because  of  the  rapid  displacement  of  artillery  elenents. 

In  the  western  portion  of  the  Area  of  Operations,  the  589th  Engineer  Bn 
furnished  dozers  and  operators  which  remained  v&th.the  .artillery "units. 
Approximately  40  fire  support  bases  Were  constructed  or  improved. 


D/31  spent  approximately  10  days  upgrading  the  northern  leg  of  LTL-1A 
between  QI**14  and  the  Song  Be  River, 

10.  RESULTS? 


Eheimr  Personnel  Losses:  Unknown. 


b.  Friendly  Personnel  Losses:  7  "KIA,  132  WIA  ' 

Mortar  and'  rocket  attacks  and  land  mines  caused  the  majority  of  casual- 
ities.  The  majority  of  the  casualties  occurred  during  the  period  of 
16  through  19-  June  in  the  Fishhook  area  of  Cambodia,  On  16  June  an 
attack  on  FSB  Colorado  resulted  in  13  Engineer  personnel  being  wounded, 
Ch  18  June  a  work  party  enroute  from  FSB  Colorado  to  a  bridge  work, 
site  was  arfcushed,  resulting  in  8  WIA.  The  hardest  single  blow  dealt 
to  ary  element  occurred  on  the  night  of  19  July  1970  when  the  984th 
Ehgr  Co  (LC)  was  attacked  in  their  NDP  and  had  3  personnel  killed  and 
18  wounded.  The  remaining  casualties  were  suffered  in  sporadic  eneny 
actions  or  mine  detonation  incidents  throughout  the  campaign  period. 


c.  Bi 


(1)  Rifle,  AK-47 

(2)  Round,  RKr 

(3)  Round,  Mortar,  60MM 

(4)  Machine  Qun,  Chicom 

(5)  Sparc  Barrel,  Chicom  Machine  Gun 

(6)  Hand  Grenades,  Chicom 

(7)  Rifle,  SIB 

* 

(8)  ,  Rifle,  .22  Cal  (US  Made) 

(9)  Launcher,  RPG 

(10)  Round, Ibrtar,  82MM 


15  each 
26  each 
18  each 
3  each 
1  each 
106  each 
21  each 
1  each 
1  each 
440  each 


-  FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


EOE-3 


SUBJECT: 

After  Action  Report ,  190-5569-0-20 * 

»  *  .  • 

Operation  Toan' Thong 

(:n) 

Mine*  Claynore  (US  fede)* 

11  each 

(12) 

Explosive,  C-4  (US  fcde) 

V  •  #  4  *  *  «  ' 

25  pcands 

03) 

*■  •  »  ,  J  » 

/autunition,  7«62M{  * 

' •  31  clips 

(14) 

Mines,  80  lb 

Z  each 

(15) 

Riflo  Grenades 

.  4  each 

(16) 

launcher.  Grenade,  M-79 

1  each 

(17) 

Pistol,  Chicon,  K-54 

1  each 

(18) 

Medical  Supplies 

15,422  Its 

(19) 

Rico 

707,000  lbs 

(20) 

X-Ray  Machines  •  »• 

3  each  ■ 

(21) 

Printing  Press 

2  each 

(22) 

Typewriters 

2  each 

(23) 

Radio,-  M/m 

l:edch 

(24) 

Packs  of  Hsdical  Supplies 

21  each  ! 

(25) 

2j  Gallon  Containers  of  Hedicino  and 
Ifedical  Supplies 

•  50  each 

(26) 

Gasoline,  5  Gallon  Cans 

15  each , 

(27) 

Generator 

1  each 

(28) 

Engine,  Honda 

1  each 

(29) 

Journals,  Ifedical 

300  pounds 

(30) 

Bicycles 

26.  each  , 

(31) 

Rubber  Hose 

100  ft 

(32) 

Propaganda  Materials,  Docuraents  and  Map©  150  pounds 

(33) 

Truck,  Ton 

6  each 

(34) 

Truck,  i  Ton 

3  each 

• 

41 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


EGE-3 

SUBJECT: 

After  Action  Report,  190-5569-0-20, 

Operation  Toan  Thang 

1  i 

(35) 

Differential  for  3/4  Ton  Truck 

15  each 

(36) 

Axle,  for  2^  Ton  Truck 

.  50  each 

d. 

Friendly  Eouinnent  Losses: 

(1) 

Truck,  5  Ton  Dump 
* 

6 

(2) 

Tractor,  D7  w/Dozer 

5 

(3) 

Tractor,  D7  w/Rome  Plow  Kit 

5 

(4) 

Galvanometer,  Blasting 

1 

(5) 

Demolition  Equipment  Set,  Blasting 

. ,%  #  •  * 

1 

(6) 

,  • 

Rifle,  5.56MM,  M-16 

6 

(7) 

Pistol,  Caliber  .45 

1 

(8) 

Launcher,  Grenade  M-79 

*  *  # 

5 

(9) 

Machine  Gun,  7.62MM,  M-60 

3 

(ID) 

Mask,  Individual  Protective 

2 

(11) 

Detector  Set,  Mine,  Portable 

1 

(12) 

Bayonet -Knife,  Rifle,  7.62MM 

1 

(13) 

Antenna  Radio 

1 

(14) 

Truck,  2j  Ton  Cargo 

1 

(15) 

Trailer,  25  Ton,  Lcwbed 

.  2 

(16) 

Radio  Set  PRC-25 

2 

(17) 

Radio  Set  GRC-125 

2 

(18) 

Crane,  Rough  Terrain 

1 

(19) 

Radio  Set  PRR-9. 

1 

(20) 

Radio  Set  PRC-4 

1 

(21) 

Truck,  Tractor,  10  Ton 

1 
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(23)  Ditching  Marine 
e.  Bieiar  Structures  Destroyed: 


Approximately  815  bunkers,  330  huts  and  innumerable  2-nan  figging 
positions  were  destroyed  during  the  operation.  Numerous  lUnes  and 
booby  traps  were  also  located  and  destroyed,  \  . 


f.  Significant  Bmineer  Acftcmlai^—rbat 

(1)  New  Roads  Opened:  .\%  ' 

Cache  Road  off  of  QL-13 

Rt  246  Tonle  Chan  to  Katun 
Cache  Roads  off  of  Rt  14 
Cache  Rond  IW  of  Snuol 
Rt  7  Krek  to  Snuol 

(2)  Rond  Maintenance  and  Upgrading: 
QL-13  An  Loc  -  Snuol 

Rt  14,  QL-13  to  Ph  Sre  Preah 
Rt  246  Tonle  Chan  to  An  Loc 
TL-U  Tay  Ninh  to  Msmxt 
QL-22  &  Rt  78  Tay  Ninh  to  Krek 


18  n 

•  t  * 

38.  KM 
12  KM 
20  KM 
75  KM  ■ 
TpTAL  163  KM  . 

I 

60  KM 
57  KM 
28  KM . 

.  60  KM. 

60  KM 


TOTAL  265  KM 


(3)  Constructed  Katun  Logistical  Conplex,  capable  of  supporting 
two  (2)  US  Amy  Brigades  and  one  (1)  ARVN  Airborne  Brigade, 

(4)  Constructed  Thien  Ngon  Logistical  Cooplax  capable  of 
supporting  one  (1)  US  Amy  Brigade  and  nunerous  ARVN  units,  . 

(5)  Established  and  oporated  a  rock  quarry  and  crusher  site 
producing  12,311  tons  of  various  size  rock. 
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(6)  Performed  necessary  earthwork  to  include  berms  and'  firing 
pads  for  36  fire  support  bases* 

.  .  .  '  • 

(7)  Retrograded  over  3  tons  of  captured  enemy  supplies. ■ 

#  # 

(8)  103,784  CY  of  laterite  was  extracted,  transported  and  placed 


on  road  surfaces  and  logistical  areas. 

(9)  Culverts:  2008  IP  Placed 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  18"  376  IF 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  12"  42  IF 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  24"  365  IF 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  36"  467  IF 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  48"  498  IF 

Corrugated  Metal  Pipe  72"  102  IF 

■  *  .  *  ,  •  . 

Wooden  Box  Culvert  12."  :  .  .  86  IF 

Multi-Plate  Pipe  Arch  5‘8«  72  IF 


(10)  1,800,000  gallons  of  water  were  produced  by  9  water  points, 

(U)  3706  acres  of  -Jungle  were  cleared  for  fields  of  fire,  opening 
of  cache  roads  and  denial  of  sanctuary  areas  to  the  enemy. 

(12)  FLaced  one  38*4"  H4T6  diy  span  at  YUD22345  on  Route  QL-14A. 

(13)  Placed  one  1?0«  DS  Bailey  Bridge  w/Bailey  Pier  sb  XT097763'  . 
on  Route  QL-22. . 

(14)  Placed  one  100 1  DS  Bailey  Bridge  at  YU052473  on  Route  QL-14A. 

(15)  Placed  one  110*  TS  Bailey  Bridge  at  XU496180  on  Route  7» 

(16)  Placed  one  110*  TS  Bailey  Bridge  at  XU501193  on  Route  7. 

(17)  Placed  one  110*  DS  Bailey  Bridge  at  YU051474  on  Route  QL-14. 

(10)  Constructed  one  36’  steel  stringer  bridge  at-XT1269  on  Route 
QL-22,  , 

(17)  Assenbled,  transposed  and  retrograded  the  following  amounts 
of  bridge  materials: 
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^.'7  *  . ; 

Bailey  Bridget’  v  •*•*...  .  -  •  ; 

"•  #  *  1  *  *  ’**'**,•  )■  •  , 

7  ea'80*  DS'  .with .  62  extra  panels  .  '  \i 

:U  ea  complete  sets'  "  ■ .  •  >  ' 

H4T6  Dry  Spon: 

6  ea  45*  Dry  Spars  w/Tro3tles 
4  -ea  48*4"  Dry  Spans  v/Trestles 
1  ea  75*  Dr/  Span  w/Trestle 

M4T6  Float  Bridget 

3  Complete  Sets 

(20)  Maintained  and  upgraded  118,668  SI  of  airfield  surface, 

(21)  Lcyed  11,778  SI  of  M3A1  antting  on  airfield  surfaces. 

4  *  ’ 

(22)  12,132  CY  of  fock  were  hauled  and  placed  on  IXXl's, 

(23)  298  tons  of  asphalt ic-cold-ndx  were  hauled  and  placed  as 
emergency  patching  on  airfield' and  read  surfaces. 

11.  ADH3NISTRAT ICN  AND  LOGISTICS: 


a.  Administration : 

.  .(1)  Courier:  The  battalions  established  regular  courier  seivice 
from  the  field  locations  to  the1  forward  CP. 

*  (a)  588th  Bigineer  Battalion:  IXie  to  the  nature  of  the  area 
covered,  the  588th  Bigineer  Battalion'  was  able  to  maintain  road  courier 
services  for  each  location,  Bach  individual  company  provided  a  2j  ton 
truck  daily  to  keep  their  unit  supplied  with  supplies,  mail,  and  all 
other  necessities  that  were  not  regulary  available  in  the  field, 

(b)  31st  Bigineer  Battalion:  The  operational  area  in  which 

31st  operated  was  of  audh  nature  that  road  contact  was  not  possible  between 
all  elements  of  the  fattalion.  Hadfctna  utilisation  of  aircraft  was  made. 

i  • 

(c)  62nd  Bigineer  Battalion:  All  contact  with  elements  of  the 
62nd  Bigineer  Battalion  was  by  air  only. 

(d)  Daily  aircraft  was  furnished  from  the  resources  af'the 
20th  Bigineer  Brigade  to  all  elements  of  the-connand  for  control,  resupply 
and  reconnaissance. 
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(2)  Casualty  Reporting:  All  casualties  were  reported "directly  to 
the  S-l,  79th  Engineer  Group  by  the  most  expeditious  Beans.  They  were 
received  rapidly,  .and  with  generally  little  or  no  difficulty. 

(3)  Chaplain:  Chaplain  services  were  generally  good  throughout 
the  operation.  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion  did  no  have  an  assigned 
chaplain  during  the  operation.  This  obstacle  was  crvercome'throufji 
cooperation  between  chaplains  of  the  20th  Engineer  Brigade,  79th  Engineer 
Group,  the  92nd  Engineer  Battalion  and  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion. 

With  the  help  of.. these  chaplains,  the  men  in  the  operational  area  were" 
able  to  attend  services  or  speak  with  a  chaplain  several  times  a  month. 

(4)  Promotion  and  Awards!  No  significant  changes  were  made  during 
the  operation  to  existing  procedures k"  Recommendations  were  relayed  to 
the  appropriate  promotional  authority.  Promotion  boards  were  held  in 
the  field  to  insure  all  eligible  personnel  would  have  equal  opportunities 
for  promotion. 

.  *  i 

■  (5)-  Pay.*  Class  A  agents  payed  all  elements  in  the  field.  Money 
order  .and  soldier^  deposit  facilities  were  available  to  all  personnel 
in  the  field. 

(6)  Communication:  Both"  land  lines  and  radio  communications  were 
used  throughout  the  operation,"  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion  established 

a  net  control  station  at  Katum.  The  net  control  station  for  31st  Engineer 
Battalion  .was  located  at  Qurm  Loi.  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion 
established  a  relay  on  Nui  Ba  Den -Mountain  which  was  utilized  for  direct 
voice  communications  by  all  elements  in  the  western  portion  of  the  Area 
of  Operations, 

(7)  .MEDCAFS:  The  Battalion  Surgepn  of  the  588th  Engineer  Battalion 
performed  numerous  MEDCAPS  while  in  the  Katum  and  Thien  Ngon  areas. 

Ch  several  occassions  when  the  need  for  assistance  became  readily 
apparent  the  surgeon  crossed  ever  tH’p  border  into  Carbodia  to  assL  st 
the"  local  poplace,  A  total  of  720 ' indigeneous  persons  were  t rental  at 
various  times  during  the  operation. 

b.  Rations : 

‘  *  -  t  .  .  ,  • 

(1)  -588th  Engineer  Battalion:  Resupply  of  rations  generally 
posed  no  significant  problems  because. of  the  proximity  of  the  Tay  Ninh 
Base  "Camp.  Messing  facilities  were  established  at  Katum  Airfield  and 
Thien  Ngon  Airfield  and  adequate  facilities  at  other  locations,  While 
C-ratiohs  were  extensively  used,  most  individuals  received  one  hot  meal 
per  day. 

(2)  31st  Engineer  Battalion:  No  significant  resupply  problems 
occurred  in  the  31st  Engineer  Battalion* s  Area.  The  ;rider  dispersion 
c-:?  elements  of  the  31st  Engineer  Battalion  required  more  extensive  use 
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*  <>  l 

of  C-rations. 

(3)  Task  Force  Parker:  For  the  first  8  days  of  field  operations 
C-rations  were  used  exclusively.  During  the  period  18  May  to  4  June 
1970  the  512th  Infantry  Battalion  furnished  hot  meals  from  their  mess 
facilities.  During  operational  missions  outside  the  FSB,  1/311  ACR 
furnished  all  rations. 

(4)  60th  Engineer  Company  (LC)  (Minh  Thanh  -  Fishhook  Area):  "A" 
rations  for  breakfast  and  supper  and  C-rations  for  the  noon  meal  were 
furnished  by  the  25th  Infantry  Division  during  the  Minh  Thanh  Cut  and 
by  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  in  the  Fishhook  Cut. 

.»  * 

(5)  Task  Froce  Wright  (60th  land  .Clearing  Company):  "Att  rations 
for  breakfast  and  supper  and  nC"  rations  far  dinner  were  pravdied  by  the 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment , 

(6)  984th  Engineer  Company  (LC):  Rations  were  supplied*by  the 
security  unit.  Hot  "A11  rations  were  served  for  breakfast  and  evening 
meals  each  day,  "C"  rations  were  issued  for  the  dinner  jneal." 

c,  Annunitionr 

»  • 

/^munition  resupply  created  no,  significant  problems'.  Class-  V  supply 
points' were  sufficiently  close  in  most  instances  with  the  supported 
unit  furnishing  resupply  in  all  other  cases, 

d, '  Uniforms  and  Equlanent:  ' 

(1)  Uniforms:  No  special  items  of  uniform  were  issued  other  than 
that  normally  carried  by  troops  in  the  field, 

(2)  Equipment:  'No  significant  shortages  of  equipment  developed 
during  the  operation.  Items  of  equipment  not  readily  /Available  it  om 
organic  resources  were  supplied  by  other  20th  Engineer  Brigade  units 
in  a  timely  manner, 

e.  Construction  Materials: 

No  significant  shortages  occurred  during  the  operations.  Rapid  planning 
and  adequate  stock  piling :at  forward  areas  significantly  reduced  reaction 
time.  When  necessary,  aerial  resupply  was  furnished  by  United  States 
Air  Force  elements-,  organic  aircraft  of  supported  units*  and  20th  Engineer 
Brigade  aircraft ,  ** 

f .  Real  Property  Facilities: 

No  construction  or  work  was  performed  which  required  real  property 
accountability. 


^7  *- 
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12.'  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  -  AND.  TECHNIQUES t ' 

*  I  f  •, 

a.  Multiple  Plate  Pipe  Archt  . 

Multiplate  pipe' arch  shelters  consisting  of  corrugated  steel  sections 
bolted  together,  were  used  as  expedient  protective  shelters*  During  the 
Cambodian  operation  extensive  use  was  made  of  KPPA  for  expedient  culvert 
requirements.  Prefabbing  and  stockpiles  located  in  the  immediate 
tactical  operation  zone,  permitted  rapid  deployment  by  air.  The  MPPA 
.  proved  more  effective  than  normal  preassembled  culvert  for  airlift  due 
tq  its  rigidity  and.  weight. 

b.  Mine  Clearing t  ; 

During  the  operation  two '  tanks  with  front  rollers  were  utilized 
for  nrinesweep  operations.  These  were  utilizied  strictly  for'ninesweep 
operations  with  the  only  active  armament  being  t.he  1-1-60  and  ,50  caliber 
machine  guns.  The  thinks  were  used  .fbr  both  road  and  area  minesweeping. 

This  technique  proved  highly  successful  in  rapid  road  clearing  for  convoy 
travel  and  reduced  the  required  time  by  approximately  50$.  A  single 
disadvantage  with  this  technique  is  the  possibility  of  driver-error. 

All  vehicles  must  follow  the  exact  trace  made  by  the  mine  clearing  tank. 

.  c.  Forward  Stockpile  Points: 

'  •  * 

Extensive  use  of  stockpiling  bridge  sets/components,  M3A1  matting,  bridge 
tirabers,  peneprime  and  culvert  was  mado.  These  stoctpile  points  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  mission  by  reducing  the  required  reaction  time 
by  60  to  70  percent.  The  only  problem. encountered  was  the 'necessity  for 
erecting  2,  3,  or  4  bridges  in  the  tame  general  time  frame.  This  was 
partially  alleviated  by  airlifting  required  items  from  one  site  to 
another; 

d.  Preassenfcled  Culvert: 

Culvert  was  preassenbled  in  12  and  15  foot  lengths  at  several  locations 
within  the.ACR  for  rapid  emplacement  where  required.  This  technique 
proved  highly  successful  when  the  preassembled  culvert  was  transported 
by  vehicle.  To  date,  elements  of  this  command  have  not  been  able  to 
overcome  the  aerodynamic  instability  of  the  culvert.  Several  sorties 
of  culvert  were  lost  in  the  jungle, when  lift  pilots  became  concerned 
.over  the  oscillating  loads  and  ejected  them.. 

e.  Preasserbled  Bridges:  ■ 

Use  of  MAT 6  bridge  supplied  by  air  insured  rapid  opening  of  roads  ar.d 
minimum  delays  to  the  advancing  troops,  A  38’4n  dry  span  can  be  lifted 
to  a  bridge  site  in  two  sorties.  Assembly  time  for  the  38* V  dry  span 
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after  arrival  on  site  is  about  45  minutes*  A  75*  dry  span  with  trestle 
was  air  lifted  in  three  CH-54  sorties. 

13.  COMMANDER’S  ANALYSIS  AND  LESSONS  LEARtJEDi' 

a,  Rome  Plow  Operations t 

(1)  Task  Force  Wright  (Snuol  Plantation  Area): 

(a)  Due  to  the  snail  number  of  plows  available  for  clearing 
(usually  6  or  7)  and  the  extremely  dense  bamboo  undergrowth  encountered 
in  this  area,  a  varied  method  of  cutting  was  used.  It  was  quickly 
determined  that  the  standard  echelon-formation  was  not  feasible, 

A  single  plow  could  not  push  over  a  bamboo  thicket  resulting  in  a 
trace  too  narrow  and  cluttered  for  security  elements.  An  effective 
alternative  was  developed  by  sending  the  lead  plow  approximately 
50-100  meters  into  the  jungle  on  a  desired  aximuth  with  the  remaining 
plows  splitting  up  and  simultaneously  pushing  to  the  left  and  right. 
Chce'the  direction  of  the  cut  was  determined,  the  lead  plow  rejoined  the 
pack.  VJhen  the  point  of  deepest  penetration  was  reached,  then  the  entire 
process  was  repeated.  This  method  allowed  the  plows  to  double  and 
triple  up  for  removing  the  bamboo,  and  left  a  30-40  meter  wide  corridor 
completely  free  of  downed  trees  and  debris.  While  this  slowed  the  cutting 
and  reduced  the  number  of  acres  of  production  per  day,  it  had  the  advantage 
of  giving  the  security  a  much  wider  route  and  faster  reaction  time. 

(b)  Deeper  penetration  of  enemy-  sanctuaries,  the  cutting 
formation  and  increased  enemy  contact,  made  it  necessary  to  reevaluate 
and  change  the  cutting  methods. 

After  initial  enemy  contact,  •  it  was  evident  that  the  security* s 
reaction  time  was  excessive.  The  plows  wero  required  to  clear  the  cut 
before  the  track  vehicles  could  move  forward  to  engage  the  enemy. 

The  security  elements  divided  its  forces  and  sent' elements  into  the  • 
jungle  50-100  meters  ahead  of  and  on  both  flanks  of  the  plows.  They 
also  kept  another  element  to.the  rear  of  the  plows,-  This  method  proved 
highly  effective  as  potential  ambushes  were  broken  up  and. the  plows 
were  given  maximum  protection.  This  method  also  proved  to  be  extremely 
slow  as  the  security  vehicles  encountered  considerable  diffulty  in 
traveling  through  the  jungle. 

(c)  A  third  method* was  developed  and  followed  for  the  duration 
•f  the  Snuoi  area  cut.  Here,  the  security  would  recon  by  fir*  at  random 
intervals  of  5  to  45  minutes  apart.  Also,  on'the  way  to  the  cut  area  in 
t bo  morning,  and 'on  the  return  march  at  night,  the  plows  would  cut  small 
chunks  of  jungle,  and  the  security  vehicles  would  move  to  the  front, 
middle  and  rear  with  the  plows  moving  to  the  center  at  random  intervals. 
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At  this  time  the  security  Would -recon' by  Tire" to  the  front  and  flanks. 

This  method  combined  with  the  chunlC-,3tjrle:of  duttirig  proved  to  be  the  most 
effective  as  no  contact  was  mevde  vj'ith  lensoy  forcers, 

(2)  ■  "Automatic'  Ambushes":  .Automatic  ambushes  proved  to  be  a  very 
effective  means  of  protecting  cutting  elements, -both  in  the  working  cut 
and  in  the  NDF,  The  attached  security*  Units  would  set  out  "automatic 
ambushes"  (trip  wire  across  trail  connected  to  a  battery  and  a  bank  of 
five  or  six  claymores)  at  the  completion,  of  the  day*s  cutting.  While  * 
this  proved  extremely  effective  in  reducing  enemy  activity  in  th6  area, 
it  also  involved  the  loss  of  time  in  the  next  cutting  day  as  those  which 
had  not  been  activited  during  the  night  would  have  to  be  cleared  from 
the  area.  This  proved  to  be  a  delicate  and  time  consuming  task  requiring 
approximately  2^  to  3  hours  per  day,'  However,  the  results  in  terms  of 
security  and  reduction  of  casualties  far  outweighed  the  loss  of  cut 
acreage, 

(3)  Small  Size  Task  Forces:  During  this  operation  small  size 
Rome  Plow  Task  Forces  were  used  for  the  first  time  since"  the  inception 
of  the  Land  Clearing  Battalion.  The  use  of  Rone  Flows  in  platoon  size, 
or  smaller  elements  is  an  effective  tool  for  probing  areas. and  providing 
tactical  avenues  for  armored  units  trying  to  reach  a  key  position  in 
heavy  jungle.  In  addition  tho  capability  to  build  pioneer  roa  Is  suitable 
for  heavy  trucks  was  proven  during  the  operation.  The  use  of  small  size 
units  of  Rome  Plows  must  be  balanced  very  carefully  against  the  objective 
bo  insure  that  unnecessary  splintering  of  operational  forces  does  not 
occur.  Tho  land  clearing  company  as  a  whole  performs  .more  effectively 
and  usefully  than  the  sum  of  the  attachedunits;  Problems,  develop  in 

the  area  of  maintenance,  repair  parts  resupply,  and  total  acreage  cut. 

Land  clearing  companies  should  never  be  split  into- smaller  elements 
unless  it  is  a  very  clear  tactical  necessity  to  accomplish  the  assigned 
mission. 

b,  FSB  Planning:  ■ 

While  it  is  realized  that  the  location  of.  fire  support  bases  for  heavy 
artillery  units  is  predicated  on  the. tactical  unit,  it  is  felt  that 
they  should  be  more  closely  coordinated  with  the  local  engineer  commander 
on  the  ground.  This  will  insure  the  selection  of  suitable  ground  areas 
and  allow  sufficient  time  to  construct  an  operational  fire  base  prior 
to  the  unit  moving  to  the  site.  This  is  particularly  important  during 
the  rainy  season  vhere  the  difference  in  location  of  as  little  as  400 
or  500  yards  can  delay  a  project  for  a  considerable  period  due  to  soil 
instability.  The  local  engineer  commander  on  the  ground  should  also 
be  consulted  as  early  as  possible  before  a  contemplated  move  is  begun. 
Engineer  efficiency  is  reduced  by  over  50&  if  roads  and  gun  pads  are 
constructed  after  the  artillery  is  in  place. 
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*  .01  -  Afl  or  AcL1.cn  Report- ,  19&-5?o9-G~CC,  Operation  Toon  T->  <*;■ 
r .  'Joe  of  Cold  Mix  Aarfv- .or  Repairs? 


*  "  '  *i’  cold  nix  asphaltic  concrote  proved  to  be  a  very  effect! sc 

n.~.ns»  "Ani  '.  repair  for  j.rt  holes  in  .airfield  surfaces.  Cold  max  asphalt 
prepared  by  the  159th  aig4n-*vr  Group, was  used  in  several  locations, 

A  great  deal  of  caution  sn«ar,  he  used  in  nixing  and  handling  cold  mix 
aophalt  during  the  rainy  ins^i,  All  aggregate  utilised  must  be 
throughly  dried  prior  to  production  of  the  cold  nix  and  covered  while 
being  transported, 

d.  Depot  Pack  Drldgingi 

The  79th  Engineer  Company  (BP)  drew  all  bridging  from  stockpiles  and 
prepared  it  for’ forward  movement.  In  meet  cases  this  entailed  removing 
from  depot  pack,  preparing  conbat  loads  and  moving  it  to  the  final  stock¬ 
pile  location,  VJhon  it  was  not  possible  to  remove  it  from  depot  pack, 
it  was  shipped  intact,  A  review  of  this  practice  shows  that  it  is 
highly  undesirable  (i.e«>,  Components  are' often  missing  from  the  p.  ckages). 
It  is  recommended  that  in  .future  operations  of  this  nature,  all  bridging 
be  unpacked  .and  combat  loaded, 

e.  Repair  Parts: 

During  the  operation,  repair  parts  for  some  items  of  equipment  were 
critical  at,  various  times,  "However,  they  posed  ho  hazard  to  the 
operation  as  the  supporting  and  organic  .maintenance  personnel  exerted 
every  effort  to  locate  and  obtain  parts, 

14.  CCHCUJSIONS: 

a.  Although  initial  information  concerning  the  operation  was. 
rather  sketchy,  the  engineer  elements  reacted  rapidly.  The  initial 
warning  order  for  the  operation  (inclosure  l)  did  not  furnish  the 
nature  of  the  operation  or  the  materials  required, 

.'.3  the  situation  developed,  rapid  stockpiling  of  bridge  supplies  and 
materials  were  undertaken.  Transportation  became  a  critical' problem 
because  of  the  large  amount  of  materials  requiring  movement,  and  the 
continuous  relocation  of  units  and  their  elements.  Considerable  assistance 
was  furnished  by  the  20th  Thginocr  Brigade  for  additional  tr.ansportat  Lon 
requirements, 

b.  Security  provided  by  the  11th  Armored" Cavalry  Regiment,  for  most 
of  our  land  cle-arinf  elements  was  outstanding, 

c.  Elements  of  the  92nd  Engine er  Battalion  -and  the  6?th  Ehgineer 
Company  (DT)  provided  outstanding  assistance  in  the  completion  of  the 
mission.  They  reacted  rapidly  to  all  situations  and  gave  unstintingly 
of  their  time  and  effort. 


S/ 
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d*  Communications  equipment,  systems  and  coordination  require  some 
improvement*  3h  many  cases  land  lines  were  of  little  or  no  use  in 
direct  coaamication*  However,  in  most  cases  voice  and  teletype  radio 
conrwnication  were  established  without  delay*  The  580th  Engineer 
Battalion  operated  a  relay  point  on  Nui  Ba  Den  Mountain  which  assisted 
in  comuni cations  in  the  western  half  of  the  Area  of  Operations. 

e«  In  ail  future  operations  of  t^is  nature  the  Group  Commander 
of  the  Ehgineer  Unit  providing,  the  support  should  be  read  into  the 
overall  plan  as  early  as  possible  in  order'to  insure  that  his  resources 
can  be  adequately  distributed  and  utilized. 

t.  All  elements  of  this  conrund  exerted  the  maximum  available 
effort  in  making  this  operation  successful  and  once  again  proved  the 
versatility  and  flexibility  of  the  engineer  troop  units  in  tactical 
operations. 
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■-  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  62D  ENGINEER  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96491 

EGEB-3  16  July  1970 

SUBJECT:  Lessons  Learned  in  Preventing  Casualties  as  a  Result  of  the 
Cambodian  Operation. 


THRU:  Command ing  Officer 
79tti  Engineer  Grouo 
ATTN:  EGH-3 
APO  SF  96491 


TO :  Commanding  Officer 

20th  Engineer  Brigade 
ATTN:  AVBI-3 


1.  Reference:  Unclaseified  Message  13034  EGB-3,  7  July  70,  Subject: 

Losses  To  Land  Clearing  Company  of  20th  Engr  Bde. 

2,  Operations  of  the  60th  and  964th  Land  Clearing  Com  anies  in  Cambodia 
emphasized  the  tactical  aspect  of  Rome  Flow  operations.  In  addition,  the 
inderiendent  operation  of  platoons  illustrated  the  value  of  small  land 
clearing  teams  in  the  nrobing  of  suspected  bunker  vr  ‘cache  areas,  and  the 
preparation  of  pioneer  roads  for  armor  and  trucks  to  evacuate  captured 
enemy  supplies.  The  our pose  of  this  study  is  to  explain  what . procedures 
were  adopted  to  offset  the:  intense  enemy  resistance  and  resulting  casua¬ 
lties  and  what  lessons  were  learned  from  the  mission  requirements  of  the 
Cambodian  Operation. 

a.  Nature  of  enemy  resistance:  Intelligence  reports  indicated  that  the 
165th  and  209th  NVA  Regiments  were  operating  in  the  regioh  of  the  Fish 
Hook  cut  by  the  60th  and  9&4th.  Furthermore  these  regiments  were  the 
strongest  and  best  eouipped  units  the  NVA  hrd  in  the  area.  Most  of  their 
efforts  were  delaying  tactics  to  prevent  access  to  their- major  cache  areas, 
nerforraed  with  team  size  ambush  elements.  The  enemy  never  engaged  in  a 
sustained  contact  with  the  elements  in  the  cut.  The  RPG  was  the  most 
damaging  weapon  employed  by  the  NVA  in  these  contacts.  Although  the  contact 
was  broken  almost  as  soon  as  security  returned  fire  the-  enemy  did  not 
hesitate  to  position  himself  close  to  the  armor  column  and  make  several 
(a  maximum  seven)  contacts,  in  one  day.  The  NVA  operating  in  this  area 
were  the  most  adept  utilieers  of  the  RPG  the  60th  and  9?4th  have  rece¬ 
ived  to  date.  In  many  cases  the  RPG  was  placed  precisely  in  the  cab  of 
a  plow.  The  enemy  was  also  capable  of  damaging  indirect  and  direct  fire 
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Cambodian  Operations* 


attacks  on  the  NDP.  Although  the  60th  LCC  was  never  hit  in  the  NDP,  the 
9S4th  suffered  the  majority  of  its  casualties  (3  KIA  and  VIA  in  one 
attack)  while  in  the  NDP* 

b.  Nature  of  the  mission:  The  4  elements  of  the  62nd  Engineer  Battalion 
that  operated  in  Caribodia(Tosk  Force  Wright,  Task  Force  Parker,  60th  LCC 
and  the  9E4th  LCC)  were  essentially  in  the  coranon  mission  of  providing 
an  avenue  into  suspected  enemy  supply  areas,  that  could  be  traversed  by 
armor  and  easily  observed  from  the  air*  The  very  nature  of  the  mission 
cutting  into  the  heart  of  KVA  bunker  and  cache  complexes,  provides  some 
answer  to  the  questioning,  of  increased  casualties,  taken  by  the  units* 

c*  Techniques  employed  to  secure  the  cutting  operation: 

(l)  Platoon  sl7.o  operation:  The  task  fores  leaders  of  the  60th  operations 
and  their  respective  security  Troop  Commanders  of  the  11  ACR  employed 
techniques  that  proved  suCoessful  in  preventing  serious  casualties  while 
in  the  cut* 

(a)  Tho  fire  and  cut  method:  In  addition  to  reconnadscnce  by  fire 

to  and  from  cutting  area,  it  was  found  thAt  cutting  for  a  fandom  (  1$  to 
45  min)  period  followed  by  a  saturation  by  fire  of  the  -rea  being  out, 
and  immediate  resumption  of  cutting  was  effective  in  preventing  the  enemy 
from  setting  up  ahead  of  ^he  plows*  The  drawbaok  to  this  method  is  tho 
time  required  to  holt  the .out  and  have  the  security  move  into  position 
for  firing  and  then  regrouping  again  for  the  cut*  Ten  minutes  per  cutting 
hour  was  lost  in  this  method,  however,  the  time  lost  proved  worth  the 
security  gained* 

* 

(b)  Use  of  armored  vehicles  as  point  vehicles:  In  light  jungle,  or 
when  a  trail  was  being  followed,  armored  vehicles  were  placed  ahead  of 
the  lead  plow  tp  locate  trouble  spots  and  trio  suspected  ambushes* 
Furthermore,  in  some  inr toners  armored  vehicles  were  placed  Well  to  both 
flanks  of  the  plows  In  the  out*,  Again,  the  major  consideration  is  the 
type  of  jungle* 

(c)  The  "Wedge":  The  platoon  site  ©Derations  (Task  Force  Parker  & 

Wright)  found  it  useful  in  some  Instances  to  avoid  the  standard  echelon 
formation  used  in  normal  land  clearing,.  The  wedge  was  found  to  be  on 
ideal  formation  when  a  small  width  cut  was  desired  and  only  4  to  5 
plows  were  employed*  The.  eohelon  is  suitable  for  securing  one  flank  and 
cutting  a  trace,  however;,  in  operations  where  a  small  avenue  is  needed 
to  reach  enemy  strong  holds,  the  echelon  is  not  a  secure  formation*  The 
lows  in  the  lead  do  not  .'receive  adequate  protection  if  hit  since  only  - one 
security  vehicle  is  able  to  react*  In  addition,  the  security  vehicles 
cannot  easily  nonevuer  over  fallen  trees  to  reach  the  exposed  flank  of 
the  echelon  formation,  since  security  vehicles  tyavel  a  path  provided  by 
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a  bull  ble&de.  By  Placing  plows  in  the  wedge  formation,  more  fire  power 
concentration  is  available  to  eaeh  plow  and  the  distance  to  the  extreme 
flanks  Is  greatly  reduced.  The  wedge  is  not  as  efficient  in  clearing  jun¬ 
gle  as  the  echelon,  ..-ut  when  operating  wjth  4  to  5  plows  on  a  probing 
mnnovuer  it  is  deoidely  more  ssoure. 

(2)  Company  size  operations* 

(a)  The  system  used  in  performing  the  outs  was  the  construction  of  a 
series  of  rays  extending  from  the  NDP|  In  gutting  into  cache  areas  it  was 
found  that  10  plows  were  capable  of  providing  a  sufficiently  oleared 
path,  while  being  a  suitable  tnnber  of  vehicles  to  secure.  Two  Cav 
Troops  could  have  easily  been  supported,  and  significantly  increased  the 
production  of  each*  finds  and  lend  clearing  had  more  security  been 
available* 

(b)  It  woe  found  that  leaving  a  probe  out  unfinished,  that  ie  not 
reaching  the  objeotive  in  one  day,  nearly  alvvya  resulted  in  enemy  contact 
tho  following  day  as  the  Out  woe  reiuwd  where  the  previous  day's  had 
ended*  To  preclude  this  problem  the  plows  by  paseed  all  large  trees  and 
cut  as  quickly  as  possible*  This  enabled  the  element  to  complete  the 
mission  within  7-9  hours* 

(c)  In  platoon  and  company  sise  Rome  Flow  operations  reconnalsance 
by  flro  proved  to  be  a  main  enemy  deterrent.  This  cannot  be  done  while 

in  the  cut,  however,  in  moving  to  and  from  the  cutting  area,  which  nroved 
to  be  the  most  vulnerable  time,  reconnalsance  by  fire  was  employed  with 
much  success* 

*  The  requirement  of  flak  jacket  and  steel  not  has  not  been  mentioned 
in  the  tactical  discussion,  however,  it  should  be  noted  that  all 
onerntors  wore  flak  jaokets  and  steel  pots  in  the  Cambodian  operation. 

This  SOP  saved  severe  casualties  and  lives  in  several  instances* 

d*  The  Night  Defensive  Position* 

(l)  The  9&4th  received  the  greater  number  of  casualties  of  tho  two 
Itome  Plow  companies  operating  in  Cambodia*  Most  of  these  casualties  wore 
a  result  of  indirect  fire  on  the  HOP*  On  the  night  of  which  3  men  were 
killed  end  18  were  wounded,  the  first  few  incoming  rounds  took  the 
greatest  toll*  The  NDP,  the  9£4th  moved  into  on  the  day  of  the  heavy 
indirect  fire  had  been  prepared  the  day  bofore  for  use  by  another  Cav  Troop. 
The  security  moved  to  this  NOP  because  intelligence  reoorts  indicated  that 
their  present  NDP  was  to  be  hit  by  a  concentrated  enemy  effort  and  the 
Cav  Troop  who  was  going  to  use  it  had  a  change  of  plans*  The  move  may  ‘ 
have  prevented  losses  in  one  area,  however,  moving  into  a  position 
completed  a  day  prior  to  use  could  have  provided  the  HVA  time  to  coordinate 
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the  indirect  firo  which  resultod  in  the  most  casualties  of  any  day  in  C 
Cambodia  by  this  unit.  The  964th  had  no  alternative  to  moving  into 
previously  or  pared  NDP  since  the  security  directed  the  operation, 
however,  in  the  future  it  is  recommended  that  if  a  move  is  raquirod  it 
should  bo  to  an  area  whom  a  new  NDP  must  bo  established  rather  than  an 
-rea  where  work  was  done  previously  to  prepare  a  defensive  position. 

(2)  As  soon  as  a  new  JJDP  ic  established  the  construction  of  overhead 
cover  must  begin.  If  it  la  dork  beforo  "digging  in"  can  be  initiated  and 
tactical  requirements  are  such  that  noise  and  light  discipline  must  be 
enforced  personnel  should  be  told  to  sloop  under  dozers  or  heavy 
equipoent.  The  60th  LCC  followed  this  proeeduro  whore  digging  in  was  not-, 
feasible  bocause  of  the.  time  factor.  Although  not  as  comfortable  as  a 
bunker,  the  dozer-  orovide*  adequate  orotection  to  personnel  sleening 
under  -it. 

3,  The  employment  of  mechanical  or  "automatic"  ombushes  was  successful, 
in  preventing  ground  probe*  to  the  NDP.  Troop  Commanders  differ  on 
methods  of  using  these  device*,  however,  each- method  provided  an  efficient 
deterrent  to  enemy  ground  forces  attempting  to  approach  the  NDP. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER* 


:  s/Hichaxd  0,  Miller 
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